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十十The sessions will begin August 30 and conclude on November 15, 2022, (although the角nal

schedule may vary slightly because of your instructor’s speaking engagements).

++We will meet infomaHy and dress casually. We plan to have two different sessions each Tuesday

night, the first begiming at 6:30 p.m・・ the second at 7:30 p.m・ We hope to dismiss promptly at

8:30 p.m. (Some ofyou are traveling long distances). Between the two sessions we will e可oy a

time ofrefreshments and fellowship. (It is rumored that this is the best part ofthe evening!)

++There are no scholastic or age requlrementS for血e seminar. The only inte11ectual requlrementS

are an open mind and a teachable spirit・・

十十The minimal cost ofthe seminar will be $135. This includes tuition

and an extensive manunl in a loose leaf binder, Plus packet ofrelevant

materials. The total amount ofthe tuition will be due at the撞rst

class∴SeSSion, August 3〇・

什Perhaps you can let me know by phone or e-mail about your plans to come. Your early response

wilI enable me to have printed manuals for everyone at the鯖rst session. Because of血e

intensive interest in prophecy among believers, We eXPeCt a gOOd emollment. P掲勝e hゆrm

yo〃rjrおnds qr脇お”ni申〃e qPPOrt〃n互y!

++ Visitors are a書ways we!come and anyone may sit in on our sessions. However’ifyou

are able to let me know chead oftime, I can have a set ofprinted materials ready for our

visitor(S). If you can help with血e printing expenses for your guest’s notes・ it would be greatly

appreciated. AIso’血e folks preparing血e refreshments would like to know

●,

●ノ

D重RECT重ONS: We will meet for ten Tuesday nights at the Fellowship Baptist Church, located

at 1503 SE 6th str。。t in Des Moines (Pastor Daniel Vance, Phone 515-244-6767). Take East 14血Street to

Maury, the first mgivr intersection south ofthe Capitol area. Tum west on Many (a right tun ifyou come

from the north), and go until Maury T’s on SE 6血・ Tum left or south and you will immediately cross the Des

Moines River. The church is Iocated on your leftjust beyond the river. We will meet in血e fellowship hall.

V
整幣雛盈鮭缶盤平盈誓盈盈瑠盈盈盈詔4推盈詔, 。 … …置… …

I wish t。 。m。11 in血。ぬll Se血nar 2o22 0n虻的e軌ut恒b叩t H髄t衝も叩ぢ・

Name(S) :

Street :

Phone :

Town:

E-m壷l :

円的s巳mak告[h巳巳koLltt口の乱J哩撮め　(515) 707葛0071　MKobe「316@gmaihoom

308 Second St. SE

Bondurant, IA 50035
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● WHYDON丁WE HEAR MORE PREACHING ON PROPHECY?

Mされf着たdた. K血た「,丁h●り.

This is a good and f「equently-a5ked question. Hardly a week goes by when someone does not ask us

why prophe⊂y lS IgnOred in many pulpits. There appearto be a variety of reasons why pasto「s shy away

from p「OPhecy.

1. Some pastors may never have been instructed in prophecy. Perhaps the semina「y where they

received their t「a面ng deemphasized p「ophecy. A ⊂aSe in point is my personal expe「ience.

When l attended the Universitv of帥angen in Germany, Where many Lutheran pastor are

trained, I had a ⊂OurSe in dogmati⊂S (systematictheoIogv) fortwo semester, four hours a week.

The professor, Dr. Walte「 Kunneth, devotedjustthe Iast 20 minutes ofthe Iast lecture to the

endtimes.

2. There is actua町a vocaI minority who insistthat aII the prophecies of Revelation 4-19 were

ful剛ed by A.D. 70 when the Romans destroyed 」erusaIem. These individuals (known as

Preterists) fight against the bIessed truth ofa future rapture and m紺enniaI kingdom with such

●3,

●ノ}

books as End Tfme F/Cfron and Lcrst Doy M。dnes5 by Gary DeMar.

Some pastors are mOre interested in the he「e and now rathe「than the

hereafter. This is espec剛ytrue oftheoIogica川berals. From time to time

l visit with a tourgroupthe home ofthe P申erim Fathers in Sc「oobv, England

Thevicarofthe oId parish church sends someone eIse totalkto us about

the rich history of St. W冊ed’s church. This knowIedgeable substitute

lamented the fact that his vicar is not interested in history or in heaven,

but simply in the present.

4. Some pastors forego preaching on p「ophecy because foIks in thei「 congregations hoId an

opposing point ofview. Rather than decIaringthe whole counsel ofGod (Acts 20:27), they try to

keep peace at any p「ice. One of my personal friends pastored a chu「ch in Connecticut whe「e the

head deacon was ami=ennia上Thus my friend avoided the subject ofthe m紺ennial 「eign ofChrist

iest controversy split the church.

5. Some pastors are turned offbythe sensationaIism and speculation oftheir sp涌tual mento「s.

Thei「s is a reaction against ext「emism in prophecy and theythus avoid a= p「ophecy.

6. A numbe「 of pastors simpIydon’t unde「stand prophecy. They neither take the time to studythe

Subject nor do they wish to misIead the people. The Reformer」ohn CaIvin w「ote a commentary

On eVe「y book ofthe BibIe except 2 and 3 」ohn and the bookofReveIation. Because ofhis

CathoIic backg「ound, CaIvin did not understand prophecy and thus Ieft Revelation we= enough

alone.
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●7. Some pasto「S ho手d an agnostic position. TheyfeeI thatone can’t re訓y know what wi冊appenfor sure. One friend ofmine c訓s himselfa panm紺en両alist-itw掴a= pan outone wayorthe

Othe「. OnIy time wi旧e=. 1n a Iarge chur⊂h in Iowa, a PaStOr reCent[y p「eached a series on

Reve輔on. When he ⊂ame tO Chapter 9, he wondered out Ioud ifsomeone could rea町teII what

these visions were訓about. Similarly, the we旧known pasto「 and authorStuart Briscoe

Observed at the end of his commentary o.n Ezekiers prophecythat ′’he cannot know what a旧he

deta畦mean to us in ourday.’’B「iscoe assures us thatjn heaven we w用sit down with Cha高es

Lee Feinberg and Dwight Pentecost and find out that we we「e訓wrong (AI/砧ir呼S Weirdorld

WbrJdビげv/, 1977, 163置164〉. This is prophetic agnostjcism. One wonders what kmd of

unde「standing and thus conviction・S his parishic)ne「S have about the great prophecies of the

BibIe and the glo「ious promises for believers.

In con亡「ast to those pastors who a「e reluctant to preach on prophecy, God p「omises a doubIe

blessing to pastors and lay people who make an e怖叶t to unde「stand prc)Phecy, eSPe⊂ia町that

Ofthe book ofthe ReveIation (Rev. 1二3; 22:7).

●ノ)
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l. It acknowledges瓜e inspiration and thus血portance ofthe

Very WOrds of Scripture.

2. It blesses us with an essential knowledge of瓜e future.

3. It Causes us to arrange血e priorities ofour life.

4. It delights our heave血y Father who especially enjoins

血e study ofprophecy qiev. 1:3; 22‥7)・

5. It exalts也e Savior who is血e Lord ofhistory and

prophecy.

6. It轟)CuSeS On也at which God considers to be truly

impo鵬蘭ft in our daily life and wo血.

7. It gives us a new appreciation for也e sovereigrrty

wisdom of God.
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秒解S初動叩偽物肌?

Manfred E. Kober’Th.D.

喜. TH宣CONV宣RGENC岳OF TH且SIGNS OFTH且TIM宣S.

Never before has there been such a multiplication and convergence of certain

slgnS Of the times, that is’eVentS Predicted for the 7-year Tribulation which are

apparently in their begiming stages now. Prophetically, Israel does not need

to be in the Promised Land until after the Rapture and yet in 1948血e chosen

people, SCattered world-Wide’became an independent nation.

に器量∃

●,
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A European political and economic union began to emerge in血e 1950’s’Called today the European

Union, Which may well be a precursor ofthe Revived Roman Empire under Antichrist. An

imperialistic’militaristic Russia and China cause world-wide concem. The one-WOrld church and the

United Nations emerged and are moving toward their position forecast for血e tribulation.

2. THE CONF」IC丁IN TH且ARÅB WOR」D.

Arab dictators unexpectedly and inexplicably are losing their stranglehold over their

populations. Old alliances are dissoIved, neW alliances emerge’almost ovemight. The

wimers in these Arab countries, Whether Libya and soon in Syria, Seem tO belong to the

extremist Moslem Brotherhood・ The oft-rePeated diatribes of the Brotherhood leaders

against Israel has prompted many students of prophecy to sumise that it is an alliance of

Moslem nations which will join Russian (Gog and Magog, Ez. 38-39) in its futile, Suicidal

attack on Israel in the middle of the Tribulation.

3. THE CONSPIRACY AGAINS丁IsRÅ且」.

Antisemitism is sweeping the world, SPearheaded by Iran’Which is frantically completing

a nuclear bomb to be used against Israel. Israel and its allies take seriously the threat of

Iran,s fomer president, Ahmadin匂ad, “Israel must be wiped offthe map” (10/26/05)・ He

insists that Israel is 6‘an insult to hunankind” (8/16/12). The fomer president of Egypt,

MohaIrmed Morsi, is shown in a video, mOuthing the word %Amen,, as his radical imam

prays, “Oh Allah, destroy血e Jews and their supporters’’(10/21/12)・ The situation will

become even more aggravated after the Rapture when a virulent world-Wide antisemitism

will break out (Mt. 24:9).

Meanwhile Refomed theologians go to lengthy efforts denying that an ethnic people

called Israel will possess a餌ure geographical area called the Holy Land・ The promises

to Abraham and his descendents, (Gen. 12:1-3; 15:18) are everlasting (Gen・. 17:19)・ They

are unconditional and have neither been ful糾しed norわrogated because of Israel’s

disobedience. In a docunent, entitled負An Open Letter to Evangelicals and O血er

Interested Individuals:, signed by R. C. Sproul and over 200 other clergymen and

Christian leaders, Our Refomed friends insist that all the promises to Israel were ful創Ied

under Joshua. Regrettably these influential individuals deny that Israel has a right to a

homeland now; that Israel will have a glorious national future and that Jesus Christ will
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rule for a lOOO years from the throne ofDavid in Jerusalem over the twelve tribes and the

rest of the world.

4. TH且CO」LÅPS且OF TH且EuROP貴AN FINÅNC喜A」 S丁RUC丁UR宣.

The so-Ca11ed “PIGS Nations” (Portugal, Italy, Greece, Spain) are dragging the rest ofthe

countries in the Eurozone into ever deeper depression. The s血ation may end in

dissolution or a dictatorship. European politicians are v正ually begging for a strong

leader to rescue the situation. On January l, 2002, Publications heralded the introduction

ofa common currency, the Euro, aS the last great step toward a political union of

European nations. These are exciting times for students ofprophecy! The European

Union might crumble but it seems as ifthe stage is set for a Revived Roman Empire’

foretold by Daniel (2, 7), Before that sees fruition, the Church wi11 be raptured from皿s

earth by her Bridegroom・

5. TH且CU」MINA丁ION OF TH宣PROPH喜丁IC S丁UDI且S IN TH且END TIM宣S.

By studying prophecy’the believer ofthe 2 1St century, With the benefit of great prophecy

teachers gone before, is actunlly餌filling the prediction ofDanie1 12‥4. Daniel is told to

seal up the words ofhis prophecy until血e time ofthe end, at Which time隼m均′ Sha〃

r〃n Jo and力・0, and 4no砂le毎e §ha〃 be jncreased ” It is true that increased travel and

knowledge characterize the last days but the metaphorical expression’`毎m巌g Jo and

互0,, means to “run through a book, i.e. to examine it thoroughly” (Gesenius, HGbrew and

Chaldee Lexicon, 8 10). The book is apparently that ofthe Revelation and the prediction

is that the knowledge of prophecy will be increased.

6. TH宣CON十日N丁OF ScRIP丁UR貴WI丁H I 8 pROPHE丁萱C BOOKS.

The biblical emphasis on prophecy makes the study of end-time events unavoidable.

One-fourth of the Bible at the time of its writing was prophetic. Approximately one-half

of these prophecies have been literally ful餌Ied・ The books of Isaiah through Malachi and

Revelation are preeminently prophetic. Other books contain m劉Or PrOPhetic truths. For

example, eVery Chapter in l. and 2. Thessalonians deals with the glorious prospect ofthe

retum ofChrist. The man ofGod must declare “the whole counsel ofGod” (Acts 16:27)

and that necessitates his speaking out on m劉Or PrOPhetic themes.

7. TH宣COMFOR丁OFTH宣Ho」Y SpIR霊丁.

The Holy Sprit enabled the biblical writers to reveal ‘`things to come” (John 16: 1 3),

These truths the believers are to use for mutual instruction and comfort (1. Thess. 4: 1 3,

18). The Spirit ofTru血s disclosed blessed tn血s to encourage the saint. Thus it is

wonder餌to realize that the dead in Christ are safe wi血the Savior, (l. Tim. 4:13-14,

`偽em which sle雀高o Jお〃S W肋God bring w脇h訪t,与Moreover,血e Savior might

retum at any moment for也e living saints, (1. Thess. 4:18, “Wherefore comfort one

an。ther with these words,,). Knowiedge ofthe future allows血e believer to live in the

calm of etemity now.

●、

●∴ノ
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納め印加雌雄脇e α脇÷
THE BELIEVERIS FoNDEST HOPE

lNTRODUCTION

●.ノ

Many people have good 「eason to fear the events of the futu「e・ BeIievers, however, Can re」O-Ce

because they w刷escape the dreadful events predicted fo「 the last days. They know that any

moment the raptu「e may snatch a= genuine believe「s f「om the ea軸into the presence of Christ"

The 「apture is a distinct New Testament truth’taught by Ch「ist in John 14 and- twenty yearS

later, by Pa両n l Thessalonians 4. These two passages a「e ce=t「aI to our unde「Standing how

the present age w紺end. ln John 14 we have the soiemn p「Omise ofthe Lo「d’s 「etu「n言n l

Thessalonians 4 a spIendid picture of His 「etu「n. No p「OPhecies need to be fu剛ed before this

event can t「anspIre"

1A置　THE PRoIVI菓SE OF THE LORD]S RE丁uRNこJohn 14:1-3

1b. The Savior’s P「eciousAdvice: 14:1

The discipIes we「e pe「Plexed and dist「essed about the Lo「d’s prediction

COnCe「ning His death and departure (13:31ff, Cf. Luke 9:44f)・ They neither

understood no「 believed the Savior’s wo「ds of comfort which have p「ompted

believers th「ough the ages to eage「Iy anticipate the retu「n of Ch「ist fo「 them.

1c. Avojd fear: ``Let not your heart be troubled’’

2c. AcknowIedge the Savior:

Trust in God is commendabIe but trust jn Christ is indispensable because He

is the only way to the Fathe「 (14二6), Personal acceptance of Christ is

necessary to secu「e a place in the Fathe「’s house. Ma巾n Luthe「 is cor「ect in

Observing that, “if he we「e not true God with the Father, this faith would be

faIse and idoIatrous” (Rudolf Stier, 777e Wbrds ofJesus, 1879, V, 185).

2b. The Savio「’s Present Activity: 14:2

Christ made several p「Omises to His disciples・

1c. Communion in the Father’s house:
“ln my Fathe「’s house a「e many mansions:’While Christ

and the discipIes wouId soon be separated言n heaven,

the Fathe「’s house, they wouId enjoy unb「Oken fe=owship.

The pictu「e is that of an o「iental home with co血yard and

Iiving quarters fo「 a旧he famiIy membe「S, SuggeSting

fe=owship and intimacy.

りあpe〃妙α如〃櫛比U m,

Page 148
ln Rev. 21:1-22:5 the actuaI description is given of ou「 etemal

home. 1t is a city, the New Je「usaIem, With 12 foundations and 12

gates. 1ts dimensions, undoubtedIy to be taken lite「a=y, Stagge「

the imagination. `くThe city is !aid out as a square‥ ・1500 mifes言ts



2c, Construction of ou「 Future Homeこ

Ch「ist js presentIy const「ucting this abode.

1d. The designation of “mansionl’

The word mansion (mone)同ke its

old Eng=sh counte「Part “meant a

dwe冊g place rathe「 than a

sumptuous large house’’

(Dictionary of N・ r 771eO/Ogy,帖

229). Pe「haps the modem te「m
“condom面um’’best gives the

sense of the G「eek wo「d.(“l’ve got

a tondo申St OVe「 the h冊OP?’’)

A Ch且d o白轟g施血g

●

Model of色

Wealthy Jewish

house in New

Testament times

Eerdmans′ Famry Encyc/opedia of the B硯e, 21 4.

2d. The desc「iption of ou「 etemal home:

Clarence La「kin,

⑦あpe勧請をn・u J伽均

Page 148

●でく

ln Rev. 21:1-22:5 the actuaI description is given of our ete「nal

home. 1t is a city, the New Je「usalem' With 12 foundations and 12

gates. 1ts dimensions’undoubtedly to be taken lite「a=y・ Stagger

the imagination・ “The city is !aid out as a squa「e…1500 miles言ts

一
書
l
l

一
〇
l
t
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Iength and width and height are equal’’(21:16 NASB) For2000

years christ has been constructing the city in heaven while
compIeting the Church on ea軸・ When the last bu脚ng block is

added to the city in heaven and the Iast believer is added to the

Church on earth, Christw帥retum. 1t only took God six days to

create the unive「se, What a magnificent place our etemaI home

must be=n glorious fe=owship we w用Sha「e the city with the t「iune

God, the holy angeIs and a旧he redeemed (Heb. 12:22-23).

0ur Bridegroom has gone to the Father’s house to prepa「e the

Bride’s etemal home. At any moment He could retu「n for us" No

intervening events o「 special signs need to be anticipated. The

promise of the Lord,s imminent 「etu「n constitutes the next event in

God’s prophetic program.

3b, The Savior’s Promised Appea「ance: 14:3

1c. The Reception of BeIievers

Christ p「omised an abundance of abiding places in the Fathe「’s house.

He must deparf fo「 a very good reason, namely to prepare our eternal

home. Then the Savio「 would come and take the B「ide into His presence

fo「ever.

2c. The Retum to the Father’s House

lt shouId be noted that the believe「 eventua=y wou!d be where Christ is言n

the Father,s house, that is, the third heaven or paradise (2 Co「・ 12:1-4). 1f

the pos軸buiationists a「e co汀eCt, C掴St retumS, We meet Him in the ai「,

descend with Him to earth and 「ule with Him fo「eve「. 1fthis scenario is

true, then Christ spoke an untruth in John 14. ln the pos軸bulational view

the believe「 never spends a single moment in heaven.

2A.エ旦呈臆臆PICTURたOF THE R訂uRN OF THE 」O旦E2: 1 Thess置4:1-18

1b. The Problems:

ln l Thessaionians 4 the Apost!e Paul discusses three ma」O「 PrObIems:

1c. The probiem of immo「ality vs. 1-9

The Thessalonians had been saved out of a very pagan society and

needed to be 「eminded that Christians shouId avoid every form of sexual

immo「aIity (V. 3).

2c. The probIem of indolence vs. 10-12

Some believers at Thessalonica apparently had given up their means of

live冊OOd in eage「 anticipation of the Lord’s retum・ Having forgotten the

Lord,s admonition to “o∝uPy t旧COme” (Luke 19:13), they had become

dependent upon other beIieve「s.

Ma面n Luther once said,冊I knewthe Lo「d were coming back

tomorrow, l would plant an appIe tree today'’’The believer needs

to live as ifthe Lord were coming back today. He needs to work as

if He were not 「etuning fo「 100 years.
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in the g「ound. The te「m sleep IS Ve「y fitting because they 「est f「Om their

ea剛y labo「s and await the awakening of the 「esu「「ection. lnte「estingiy’

the Eng-ish word cemetery is derived from the Greek koimeterion・ that is,

a place of s!eep.

2c. The destiny ofthe sai=tS and sinne「S:

The moment a beIieve「 dies he is p「esent with the Lo「d (2 Co「" 5:8).

when the saint departs f「om this life’he is immediately present with

christ in heaven (Phi一・ 1:23) conducted the「e safeIy by the angeIs (Lk.

3c. The probIem ofignorance V・ 13

The Thessalonians were inattentive when Paui taught them about the

「apture. They we「e -gnO「ant but should not have been・ They a冊ad

hoped to Iive unt冊e 「apture. But the Lo「d tar「ied and some ofthei口oved

ones had passed away. Wou-d they miss out on future blesslngS? WouId
they not be 「esu「「ected until after the M帥ennium?

2b. The Preview: ∨. 14

The Thessalonians should not be concerned about their deparfed love ones‥ “We

beIieve that Jesus died and rose aga-n' and so we believe that God w紺bring with

Jesus those who have fallen as-eep.”(NIV) Since every believer has identified

with Christ in His death, bu「ial and resurrection’he is safe with Jesus and w紺

accompany Him at the 「apture・

1c, The designation of “sieep’’‥

ceme書e「y一一認諾諾露語謀議謹鷺d
K〇時n丁nplq

●

16:22),

when an unbeIieve「 dies, his body is placed in the g「Ound while

his soul and spi「it go immediateiy to the place ofto「ment (Heb.

9:27). The Bib-e knows nothing of an intermediate state calIed

pu「gatorγ O「 Of a second chance for saivation after death.

3b. TheP「omise: V. 15

The doctrine of the 「apture, Paul asserts’COmeS directly f「om the Lord, POSSibly

reveaIed during Paul’s three-year Stay in A「abia (Gal. 1‥17-18)・

4b. The Picture: VS. 16-18

1c. The Retu「nofthe Lord, V. 16

Ch「ist’s coming wi= be he「alded by th「ee sounds:

1d. Ashout: a CryOfcommand.

2d. The voice ofthe a「changel: Michael (Jude 9〉, Pe「haps in triumph.

3d. The t「ump ofGod: the lastt「ump’a SOund ofdelive「ance’aS God

concludes His prog「am forthe Chu「ch‘ (1 Co「・ 15‥52; nOttO be

confused with the seventh trump of ReveIation = :15).
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2c, The Resurrection ofthe Dead, ∨. 16

At the 「etu「n ofthe Lo「d the first event w剛be the resurrection of “the

dead in Christ,,, that is, the Chu「ch age saints (Rom" 12:5; 1 Co「・ 12:13).

3c. The Rapture ofthe Living, ∨・ 17

The living believe「s w用be “caught up togethe「With them・” or reunited

with those who fe= asleep in Christ. The changing of ou「 bodies w冊be

instantaneous∴`in the twink=ng ofan eye’’(1 Cor. 15:52)・

The term ``rapture,, is not found in the BibIe but comes from the

Latin贈pio-tO Seize o「 snatch-aCCu「ately conveying the idea of

sudden removal from this earth.

4c. TheReunionintheAi「, ∨. 17

At the raptu「e we w帥meet our Lord and loved ones in the air" We have

missed ou「 beiieving relatives and f「iends who p「eceded us. They 「eve=n

God,s etemal presence, unPe血「bed by the succession of time. WithheId

from them presently is anything that would detract from the b=ss of

heaven. On the othe「 hand, thei「joy in heaven may be inc「eased by

knowing ofthe salvation of loved ones on ea皿(Luke 15:10)・

5c. The RemainlngWiththe Lord, V・ 17

Being with the Lord forever inciudes returning with Him to heaven,

rewa「ds at the judgment seat, rejoicing at the marrlage Of the Lamb and

ruIing with Him during the M冊ennium and 「esiding in the New JerusaIem

fo「a= etemity (Rev. 21:3; 22:1-5)・

6c. The Reassurancefrom the Lord, V, 18

Their comfo面ng hope was the descent ofthe Lord and their de=ve「ance

from the wrath ofthetribuiation pe「iod (1 Thess. 5:9; 1 Thess. 1:10; Rom

5:9), Were the beIieve「 to face the tribulation, then PauI’s concIuding

words would not be those of comfort but of caution.

CONCLUS!ON:

The believe「・s fondest hope is the any-mOment return Ofthe Lord. The 「aptu「e is:

(1)　a幽伽pe÷ 1 Thess. 4:18 ``Wherefore comfort one anotherwith these

WO「ds.’’

(2)　ap物伽タe; 1 John 3‥3“Andeverymanthathaththishopeinhim

Purifieth himself' eVen aS he is pu「e.’’

(3)　alee幼ed伽タe川tus 2:13 “Looking forthat blessed hope and the glo「ious

appearlng. ‥’)

(4)　a4αce伽pe;2 Peter l‥19 ``We haveaIso a moresureword ofprophecy;

whereunto you do we旧hat you take heed. ‥’’
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3A。哩gOF FOR THE PRE"丁R旧型AT漢ONAしRE丁埋哩

1b.　Passages dea=ng with the any-mOment retum OfCh「ist:

Even those who do not subscribe to the pretribuIationaI Raptu「e, agree that the

New Testament teaches the vivid expectation of Ch「ist’s imminent comlng.

Nume「ous pasSageS COuld be cited; twO muSt Su怖ce.

1c.　Phii. 3:20“Forourcitizenship is in heavenfromwhichwe Iookfo「the

Savior, the Lo「d Jesus Ch「ist.”

The words translated ``look for,, speak of eager anticipation and intense

yea「n-ng. The Second Advent of Ch「ist is preceded by various slgnS

(Matt. 24; Rev. 19)・ The Rapture couId occur at any moment.

2c.

2b,

Titus 2:13 `くLooking fo「that bIessed hope and the glorious appearance of

the great God and our Savior’Jesus Ch「ist.”

The te「m “looking for” means to await eage「Iy. For the Ch「istian the

Rapture can be joyfu=y anticipated, fo「 it w川deliver him f「om sin’

suffering and the coming tribulation (1 Thess. 1:10; 5二9).

Passages decla「ing the believer’s exemption from w「ath:

1c.  1 Thess. 1:10 ‘`And to waitfo「 his Son from heaven, Whom he 「aised from

the dead, eVen Jesus, Which delive「ed us from the wrath to come.’’

2c.  1 Thess. 5:9 ``For God hath not appointed us to wrath, butto obtain

salvation by our Lo「d Jesus Christ.’’

The context suggests that the wrath in these verses is not a 「eference to

God,s ete「naI w「ath but to the wrath upon the Ch「ist-「ejecting world

du「ing the seven-year Tribulation.

3b.　The clearesttext indicating the believer,s exemption from the ve「y pe「iod of

t「ibuIation:

The「e is a clea「 ve「se which, taken in its no「mal histo「ical-g「ammatical sense,

forcefu=y teaches the pret「ibuIationaI 「aptu「e.

ReveIation 3:10: “Because thou hast kept the word of my patience言also w紺

keep thee f「om the hour oftemptation・ Which ha= come upon a旧he wo「ld- tO t「y

them that dwe= upon the earth"’’

1c.　The p「Omise:

Christ’s p「omise to the church at PhiIadeIphia (and to any subsequent

church, Rev. 3:1 1) is that the beIieve「s w=l expe「ience protection from,

not p「eservation during, the period of t「ibuiation.
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2c.　The p「OteCtion:

The ph「ase “keepf「om’’is used onIy one othertime in the New

Testamen自n John 17:15, Whe「e ou「 Lo「d p「ays that beIieve「s be kept

from the ev= one. This He does by t「ansfe「「ing us into the kingdom of His

beloved Son (Co上1:13),

To be “keptf「Om’’is not the same as being “saved in.’’

Be梢eve「s in the t「ibulation w用not be exempt f「om judgment o「 death

(Rev. 6:9-11; 7:9-14, 14:1-3, etC.).

As Cha「les Ry「ie observes:冊the chu「Ch w紺not be 「aptu「ed befo「e the

hou「 begins, then the p「Omise w紺not be fu剛ed because many sa血s

Simply w紺not be p「eserved in the t「ibuiation but w紺suffe「 and die along

With unsaved people’’(Reve/atわn. 1996, 34).

lf you shouId be asked to p「esent a clear p「OOf text fo「 the p「et「ibulational

「apture, Revelation 3:10 wouId be it. Cha「les Ry「ie sha「es the IogicaI

imp=cations ofthe passage: “But how clea「 and pIain the promise is∴上.

.w紺keep you f「om the hou「 oftesting.’Not f「Om just any persecution, but

the coming time that w川affect the whoIe earth. (The onIy way to escape

WO「ldwide t「Ouble is not to be on the earth.) And not f「om just the events,

but f「om the time. And the oniy way to escape the time when events take

Place is notto be in a pIace whe「e time ticks on. The only pIace that

meets those quaIifications is heaven’一(WAat You Shou/d Know About the

Rapture, 1981, 117).

The RemovaI from Temptation: Rev. 3:10b

lc・ P融ec蹄on:鴎堕重畳thee from the hour of temptafron”

2c. P「eserv!摘m二はKeep the重出the hou「 of temp屯tion”

3cL Pe「iodニ縫Keep thee from the hou「 of temptation”

●ノ
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Ironsides㍍rgumen亡rests first on pure speculation regarding the

iden車y of the restrainer・ then upon the bizarre and gratuitous leap

Of [he need [O remOVe a11 Christians from the world to remove the

resmin〔" This is imaglnatlVe eXegeSis a〔 its worst. Not one word of

〔he tex亡exPlicit置y亡eaches a pretribulation Rapture"

Fas[ forward亡O the decade of’〔he seven〔ies. I had fuished col_

lege’Seminary・ and my graduate work and was now teaching theol-

O軌I was invited by a fhend in Pittsburgh to meet prlVately with

Kathryn Kuhlman, the faith healeしDuring my visit wi血her in her

O鯖ces, She showed me a large vault that con亡ained hundreds ofaudio

tapes cae制y preserved with proper air conditioning and亡he like.

She explained [hat the purpose o旺ese vaul亡ed tapes was to have wit-

nesslng materials fu the benefit of those left behind after the Rap-

ture and during the tribulation.

Fast forwnd to血e present. In my years of study a.nd ministry.I

have yet to discover a sin轟text ofsacred Scripture血at teaches a pret-

ribulation Rapture. In my opinion血e notion, which is qulte reCent

in church history lS Pure fiction.

The Left Behind series is clearly fiction. But it invoIves血e literary

genre offiction to teach a theoIogical viewpoint that the authors do no亡

believe is fiction・ I do not think one can account for血e phenomenal

Sales (over 40 mi11ion copies) of this series by血e strength of血e fic-

tional story line. I believe血ese books are devoured by people who

regard血e theological premises upon which亡hey a-re based as tme and

valid. I find血at a sad and traglC matter, for ifI am correct, millions of

eamest Christians are being tanght manifestly flawed doctrine.

I an delighted that Gary DeMar has taken血e time and made the

efrort to do a painstaking analysis of the theological premises of the

Left Behind series. I think he clearly demonstrates血at血e亡heoIogi-

cal premises upon which血e series is built is a house ofcards・ DeMar,

wi心surgical and exegetical precision, dismandes the house of cards.

He shows血e inconsistencies of LaHaye’s hemeneutics in which

literal interpretatlOn lS lgnOred when血e plain meanmg Of the text

does not support his血esis. DeMar also reveals the ignorlng Of the

time止血e references of Scripture, Which would destroy LaHayet

thesis altogether if compared to his principle of literal interpretation.

I wish that every person who has read血e Left Behind series would

read j読み7?m僚巌切傷I, for one, am deeply grateful for血is volune

and pray that it will bring a sobering approach to biblical interpreta-

tion that is so needed in our times.

R. C. SpROUL
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THE PRE-TRIBULATION RAPTURE

l TH巳SSALONIANS 4

●リノ

13 But I would nor have you to

be ignoran串rethren, COnCeming

them whieh are asleep’that ye

sorrow no〔, eVen aS Others which

have no hope.

14 For if we believe tha〔 Jesus

died and rose agam) eVen SO them

also which sleep in Jesus will God
bring with him・

15 For this we say untO yOu by
the word of the Lord) that we
which are alive cznd remain unto

the comlng Of the Lord shall not

prevent them which are asleep.

16 For the Lord himself shall

descend from heaven with a

shout’With the voice of the arch一

碧転豊藍露盤黒
血st:

17 Then we whieh are alive cznd

remain shall be.caught up to-

gether with them ln the cIouds, tO
meet the Lord in the air‥ and so

shall we ever be with the Lord.

18 Wherefore comfort one an-
other with these words.
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Cemeをe「y -葛KO甲TIT南lCI

Cemete轟eB (だ0‘甲7r舟年doγ調音0,読, Or訪giv

plac錆), a Place of burial for the dead.. The word

cemetery, in tbi8 uBe, i8 Of exclu8ively Cbrieti櫨n Ori-

gln; the burial-Place8　Of the ChristianB Were　8O

Ca11ed to denote not only that the dead re8ted from

tbeir earthly labor8 and fOrrOW8) but to point out tbe

hope of a future re8urreCtion @ingham, Oタも・ Ecc癌.

bk. xxiii, Cb・ I).　　　　冊R肝刷N N宜冊。。r:.。.。.,

」j¥机量S S「、RONG, S.’r.D.
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1 THESSAしONIANS 4

16 Forthe Lord himseif

Sha= descend f「om heaven

With a shout, With the voice

Ofthe archangeI, and with

thet「ump ofGod: and the

dead in Ch「istsha= 「ise

fi「st.

17Then we which are alive

and remain sh訓be caught

up together with them in

the cIouds, tO meetthe

Lord intheair:andsosha=

We eVer be with theしord.

18 Wherefore comfort one

another with these words.
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REWARDS

工工　Co工.与:10

W工甲H　甲櫨藍

REUN工ON

RESURRECT|ON

OF CHURCH-ÅGE SAINTS

⑦

Rev. 19:6-9

REJO工C|NG

LORD

LOVED ONES

RAPTURE

REASSURANCE 

⊥エ旦琶S SA臆十〇叩生壁主上

16 For the Lord

hiIuself shall descend

什0皿heaven高じh a

Shout, With the voice

Of the archangel, and

Wit吊he trump of

God: and the dead in

Ch正sきshan 「ise鉦sと:

17 Then we which

are alive and remain

Shall be caught up

toge血er with the皿

in the douds占O meet

the Lo「d in the air:

and so shall we ever

be with the Lord.

購Whe「efbre

COmfort one another

With these words.
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●　　　　THE JUDGMENT SEAT: THE BEL書EVER’S F寒NEST HOUR

M日南巳d E. K証印丁h.口.

重A.　THE SESS重ON AT富HE JUDGMENT SEAT:

1b.　The issues at thejudgment seat:

●ノ

1 c.　Positively: Service and Rewa「ds:

The Sc「iptu「es emphasize the wo「k and rewa「ds of the believe「:

2 Cor. 5:10 “what he has done’’

1“Cor. 3:13 “every man’s wo「k”

Eph. 6:8 “whatsoeve「 good thing any man doeth”

Col. 3:23 “whatsoeve「 ye do’’

2c.　NegativeIy: Not Sins

Christ’s “one sac「ifice for sins’’(Heb. 10:12) b「ought “「emission of these’’

(1O:18) so complete that God can say,当w=I rememberthem no mo「e"

(10:17)

2b.　The interpretation of the judgment seat:

Is the Judgment Seat a Protestant pu岬atory or a Chhstianb coIOnation?

ls the Judgment Seat primariIy a time of

tears or triumph?

gI○○m or gIory?

remorse o「 rejoicing?

reg「et or recognition?

recrimination or recompense?

1c,　The punitive view:

The judgment seat is a time of chastisement and shame:

1d.　Geo「ge Do=ar says about Christ’s action towa「d the believe「s:

He’s going to take the good and faithfuI servants with Him; they

W紺「ule with Him overthe earth. But He’s going to send a= ofthe

Wicked, iazy, unPrOfitable Ch「istjans. ‥tO Outer darkness fo「 one

thousand years and they sha= weep and there sha= be gnashing

Of teeth (Cited by Hoyt, Bib. Sac., Janua「y-Ma「ch 1980, 33).
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2d.　Kenneth Dodson aIso writes ofpunishment atthejudgment seat:

Justice towa「d His c刷d「en demands that God rewa「d them for

both good works and bad wo「ks at the Judgment Seat of Ch「ist.

There w紺be crowns and rewards fo「 good works. 77)ere WW be

Chas雄oement and st所es for bad wo庇s (777e Phze ofthe l小一

Ca〃hg or PauIb Secret of V/CtO男82 [emphasis added]).

Dodson fu巾her writes of God:

He has a videotape ofevery human伽e, With a旧he lines of human

infIuence that have gone f「om tha川fe into othe「 human Iives, and

He wW p/ay back a〃 of these v妃eotapes ofa〃 human句y This w紺

be “God’s Drama of History’’(Ibidっ77 [emphasis added]).

2c.　The positive view:

TheoIogians hoIding this positive position maintain that Sc「ipture teaches

that a= sins, both confessed sin and unconfessed, have been bo「ne by

Ch「ist on the cross and that the Christian w紺neve「 be faced with either at

the Judgment Seat of Ch「ist. (Hoyt, B胤Sac・, Janua「y-Ma「ch 1980, 36)

1d.　Chafer and Wa!voord support this view:

With 「eference to sin, Sc「ipture teaches that the chiId of God

undergrace sha= not come intojudgment (John 3:18; 5:24; 6:37;

Rom. 5:1; 8:1; 1 Co「. 11:32); in his standing before God, and on

the g「ound that the penaIty fo「 a= sin-PaSt, PreSent and futu「e

(Coi" 2:13)-has been bo「ne by Ch「ist as the perfect substitute,

the believe「 is not only pIaced beyond condemnation, but being in

Christ is accepted in the perfection of Ch「ist (1 Cor. 1:30; Eph.

1:6; CoI. 2:10; Heb, 10:14) and loved ofGod as Ch「ist is Ioved

(John 17:23) (Chafer, M可orBめ/e 777emeS, 1974 ed., 282).

2d・　Those who take a positive app「oach do not minimize the

COnSequenCeS Of the believer’s sins. Hoyt has weiI w「itten on the

Subject:

丁he Bible does teach that the「e are and w帥be tempo「al and

etemal consequences for the be=ever,s sins. Fi「st, PreSent

unconfessed sin 「esuIts in a /oss ofdes存e for service as one is out

Of experientiaI fe=owship with God. Second, unCOnfessed sin also

「esults in /oss ofpower in the be=ever’s life because sin grieves

the Holy Spi「it. Third, unCOnfessed sin 「esults in /oss of

OppO血n旬y since the sinning believe「 is no川ving according to the

W冊Of God. These are th「ee very 「eal present consequences of

unconfessed sin in the be=ever’s life (Bめ. Sac., January-March

1980, 84, emPhasis in the o「iginal).
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3b.　The individuals at the Judgment Seat:

●、

●.,

1 c,　The individuaIs have expe「ienced the rapture:

Would not the comfort ofthe bIessed hope tum to conste「nation ifthe

beIiever were to anticipate pu胡c hum掴ation after the 「apture?

2c.　The individuals constitute the Bride of Christ:

They are about to be joined etema=y to the Brideg「OOm. What ea皿y

brideg「oom criticizes and chastises his bride just prio「 to the wedding and

actua=y expects her to be at the ce「emony? Instead ofjoining him joyfu=y

at the aIta「, She w紺Withdraw tea血=y to her pa「ents. Who couId blame

he「?

3c.　Some ofthe individuais have been in heaven fo「 hundreds o「 thousands

Ofyea「s:

W旧he saints who have en」Oyed the spIendo「S Of heaven and the

fe=owship of the Savior fo「 ages suddenIy have that bIessedness

te「minated by an event that w紺have the carnal ones among them in a

state ofweeplng and wa冊g and gnashing of teeth?

2A. THE SUBL重M重TY OF富HE JUDGMENT SEA富:

lt is safe to say that many believers a「e anything but anxious fo「the rapture because

they have been taught to dread the bema afterthe 「apture. A 「ight understanding o the

Judgment Seat puts an au「a of anticipation ove「 One,s p「esent and future Iife.

1 b.　The beIiever’s recognition:

At the Judgment Seat the believer wi= be recognized by his Lo「d for his service.

Hated by the worId and misunderstood by other be=evers' the true worth of his

characte「 and conduct w冊receive divine recognition.

2b.　The believe「’s 「ewards:

The New Testament revelation conce「ning the Church as a special company

includes statements about the glorious destiny of the B「ide of Ch「ist’a COmPany

bIessed in this life beyond ary othe「group in human history (Eph. 1:3) and

「ewarded in gIo「y In WayS un-quely wonde血l.



According to

CoI.3 and Eph6

1 c.　Specia廿ewards:

At the bema special

Rewa「ds a「e bestowed

Fo「 faithfuI service.

They a「e ca=ed c「OWnS,

O「 bette「, Victo「’s

ga「Iands.

2c.　lndividua廿ewa「ds:

work should be done

○○eめi髄!書γ
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A second catego「y of

「ewa「ds involves the

「ecognition of eve「y

action. The most 「Outine

activity of the Iife of the
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l. The h∞rTuPdb!e Crown, tO血ase who practice ‡C虹∞ntrOI

(I Co心血a雌9融一打).

Z, Thc Soul_Winnc読Crow面to血c事e Who櫨e hjdlhl in wit-

nc簿もgあr耽t (I巾幽記o血購2こ重9,郷)・

鼻面鳩ロが岬n房唯hぬ具はn∈購め血∽e Wh loYe狐d l∞ためで

Clu散七重Pや心g (II蘭o叫4:郭)・

t The Qown of I」fe to tho!e who codure did be∞use Of

血を厨e噺働瞭(J竺峰1:12;京eγ瓦瞳油虫記のS∞またo串寄
2l ; 1毒1了)・

S.巾e Shephe蘭i or Pastort Crown to thoie who h劇鵬ullI f∞d

血cを虫∝寄書討虹c復調p血γ峰γ鐸長fore血m (書p僕隣島1」〉.

beIieve「 w帥eithe「

「eceive a 「eward o「 forfeit a 「ewa「d. Even “eating and d「inking:’if done

fo「 the gIory ofGod (1 Co「・ 10‥31), W帥be 「ewa「ded. PauI encou「ages

both bond slaves and f「ee servants (Eph. 6:8c) that every good activity

w紺be 「ewa「ded. Wh=e 「ecognition and remune「ation in this life may be

minimaI, the Lo「d w紺g「ant every good action “the 「ewa「d of an

inheritance." An action is worthw剛e in God’s eyes and suitabIe fo「

「ewa「d if it is done f「om the heart (kardね, Co上3:22) with the whoIe being

(ek pseuches, Col・ 3:23) and with the prope「 a珊ude (eunoios, Eph. 6:7).

C0l. 3:22-24
22 servants, Obey in a旧hings you「

maste「s acco「ding to the flesh, nOt

With eyeservice, aS men-Please「S' but

in since面y of heart, fea血g

God. 23And whateve「 you do, do it

heartily, aS tO the Lord and notto

men, 24knowing that f「om the Lo「d

you w冊eceive the 「ewa「d of the

inhe「itance; fo「 you serve the Lo「d

Ch「ist.  /

巨ph. 6:5-8
5 servants, be obedient to those who

a「e you「 maste「S aCCO「ding to the

flesh, With fear and t「embling, ln

Sincerity of heart, aS tO Ch「ist; 6 not

With eyeservice, aS men-Please「s, but

as bondservants of Ch「ist, doing the

w紺of God f「om the heart, 7with

goodwill doing service, aS tO the
Lo「d, and not to men, 8knowing that

Whateve「 good anyone does. he w紺

「eceive the same f「om the Lo「d,

Whether he /S a Slave o「 f「ee.

The most 「outine matte「s o帥fe take on a new meaning forthe be=eve「who

「eaIizes that every action may be, and if done p「OPe「ly, W冊be 「ewa「ded of

God. A bitte「 spi「it and a complaining a輔ude w紺forfeit 「ewa「d. How

glo「ious to know that if we “give it all we have一” even housewo「k and

homewo「k、 nOt just “hoiy" wo「k w紺someday 「eceive “the 「ewa「d of the

inhe「itance,’’

No Wo「k ls

Uれ王軸p 〇着をa蘭書

U轟然Oticed

U富漢着eWa着de d
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軸c虹e逗調合正調的重職;

軸荘守的押軸you暁vor do埠
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両極項軸ね亀c謝S配車
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お鍋噂軸細址o雪輔車
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照会c歌曲と軸管轄駁正也

統融e叩櫨附軸尋島野O青do鴫
細dw軸駐車軸的弼
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Is丘・a靴ぬg紬e溝喝e重

輸A地主Qr地租OWn

It is said that」ohn WesIey trave-ed 250′000亜s on horseback. ‥aVeraging 20 miles a day for40 years,

P「eaChed 40′000 sermons′ and produced hundreds ofbooks. At83 he was an=Oyed that he could not

Write mo「e than 15 hoursa daywithouthu軸g hiseyes′ and at86 he wasashamedthathe couId not

P「eaCh more tha= tWice a day. ‥He complained thatthere was an increasing tendencyon his part lo Iie

in bed unti1 530冊e morning.′′ Amazing that Wesle¥川ved to the same age as Dr. R. T.Ketcham when

he died (88 yearsold).
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3c.　Universal rewards:

Some 「ewa「ds a「e promised to eve「y be=eve「 by v而ue of the g「acious

provision of Christ in the atonement・ Even carnal beIieves a「e bIood-bought

and may anticipate cerfain rewards. These rewards are not as a result of

faithfulness in this Iife, but in response to God’s gracious saIvation. They

belong to every Church Age believe「 who has been baptized into Christ.

1d.　Divine appointment:

1 Co「. 6:2-3

Do you not know’that the saints w町udge the worId? And if the wo「ld w紺

be judged by you, a「e yOu unWOrthy to judge the sma=est matte「S? 3Do

you not know that we sha町udge angeIs? How much mo「e, things that

Pertain to this =fe?

Pau! reminds camal beIieve「s that they would pa面cipate in the

mi=ennial 「ule of Christ (rather than be excIuded from the

m紺emium). ln addition, they would have the p「iviIege ofjudging the

angeIs.

2d.　Divine affection:

1 Thess.4:17

丁hen we who a「e a=ve and remain sha= be caught up togethe「 with them

in the cIouds to meetthe Lo「d in the ai「. And thus we sha= always be with

the Lo「d.

The expe「ience of the etemal presence of Ch「ist and His

everIasting love would be su冊cient for the Bride of Christ. Eve「y

believer w紺be foreve「 with the B「ideg「oom, What a comfort!

3d.　Divine approval:

1Co「.4:5

The「efo「ejudge nothing befo「e the time, until the Lo「d come, Who both w帥

b「ing to light the hidden things of da「kness' and w紺make manifest the

counseIs of the hearts: and then sha= eve「y man have p「aise of God.

PauI concludes the most lengthy discussion of the Judgment Seat

with the observation that Christ at that time w紺「eveal the ime「most

aspects ofthe human hea巾not forthe purpose of condemnation-
“the「e is the「efo「e now no condemnation” (Rom. 8:1)-but fo「 the

Pu「POSe Ofcommendation・ He w冊ind something good to say about

each one of us: “and then sha= every man have p「aise of God.’’(1

Cor. 4:5) W紺the「e be 「eg「ets at the bema? Certainly! But the

OVera= emphasis is that of 「ejoicing.

●∴



30

●

●′

How w用the be=ever feeI moments after the Judgment Seat? Paul

conc山des the mos=engthy passage on the Judgment Seat with

these a「「esting and comforting words (1 Cor. 4:5):

“And then sha= every man have p「aise ofGod.”

To hearthese wo「ds ofcommendation 「IngIng in Our ea「S W用make

it worfh jt a帖As the rapture is the believer’s FONDES「 HOPE,

the Judgment Seat is the beIiever’s HNEST HOUR・

CONCLUSION:

Hoyt has we= said‥

The Judgment Seat of Christ might be compared to a commencement ce「emony. At g「aduation

the「e is some measure Ofdisappointment and 「emo「Se that one did not do better and wo「k harde「・

Howeve「, at SuCh an event the overwheIming emotion is joy, nOt remOrSe. The g「aduates do not

leave the audito「ium weeping because they did not eam bette「 grades. Rather' they a「e thankfu!

that they have been g「aduated- and they are gratefuI fo「 what they did achieve" To overdo the

so「row aspect ofthejudgment seat ofChrist is to make heaven he=. To unde「do the so「「OW aSPeCt

is to make faithfulness inconsequential (Bめ. Sac当Ap「皿une 1980, 131)"

職印肌膿D§ 「O職

印西山珊§’wo咽
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l "ぐorr岬中筋1叫

l α「.9:2う

And eve「y man that striveth

め「 the masteけis

teのpe「繍e血all師購9S・

Now請eyめ崇め○耽a活a

∞rrUPtibIe crown; but we

a両nc○「Ⅲp的Ie.

丁h6 Ⅵαor’§ Gd由れd

頼喝肌〇両S線でoi軌塙で

帥彊別所
2Co「. ㌔10 -1 Cor.狙十4:5

M有の鼻血of Glor岬

l耽釘5:2叫

2 Feed the ¶ock of God

Which is among you, taking

the ove「Sig請的eI℃Of not by

∞nSt「ai競. b巾W購∩9iy; nOt

fo「刷thy Iucre, but of a 「eady

爪血d :

3 Ne帥e「 as being lords

OVe「 Gα鳩her韓age. but

being ensamples to the flock.

4 And when the chief

Shepherd shaIl appear, ye

Shall 「ecejve a crown of gtory

that fadeth not away.

照der,s働両肌d

轡
M五〇入山ofし譲

恥的如tioれ2: 10

Fea「 none of those things

which thou sha請sしrffer:

behoid, the devil shalI cast

SO爪e Of you into prison, that

ye may be tried; and ye shalI

have tribuIal肥n ten days: be

thou fait請ul unto death, and l

W潮give thee a crown of鵬.

]d調鍍l:12

Blessed isthe man that ‘

endureth temptatめn: fo「

when he is tried, he shall

「eceive the CroWn Of life.

which the Lord hath

Promised to them that love
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2競れothY午:8

Henceforth there isほ再d up

fo「 me a crown of

rig請00uSneSS, Whieh the

Lord, the内hteous judge,

Shall give me at that day:

轡
M有輸血o了

R申ojd岬多

l巾纏綿広州ia耶2:19-20

19
Fo「what is ou「 hope. o「

JOy, 0「 C調Wn Of 「eゆ廟ng?

A鳩not even ye in the

P「eSenCe Of ou「しOrd Jesus

Ch庵亡at his ∞調的?

20

and notto meo時but unto lOy

aI章them aIso that love his

aPPeanng.

干or巾o5g Who巾e

請s A印面ng

Fo「 ye aro ou「 gbry and

Soul l砺爪調子§
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AsaSi出銭attheCross 

Gal.3:13 
1Pet.2:29 
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The Pictu「e

The Be〃ever応A:

十十十十十十十十十十十十十十十

As aS鎚Du血g Life

「 C°巾1:31・32

Heb. 1

緬
十十十十十十十十十十十十十

AsServanta=heBema 
Rom.14:10・12 

1C°「4:1・5 

THE P/⊂「U月ES OF THE /UDGMEA/T 5EA r

丁he Passage The Pu「pose

OurLife応A:

The Prospect

1. 5e「vant Romans 14:10-12　　　　　LOYAL STEWARDSHIP PROMOTION

But why dost thou judge thy brother? Or why dost thou set at nought thy

brother? Fo「 we sh〔紺a眺tand before thejudgment seat of 〔hrist. For it is written′

As用ve, Saith theしOrd. every kneesh訓bowto me and everytongue sha“ 〔Onfess

to God. So, then, eVery OneOf us sha“ give‘aC⊂OuntOfhimseIfto God.

2. Bu=de「 1 Co「inthians 3:1 1-13　　　LAST冊G STRUCTURE PRAISE

For other foundation 〔an nO man Iaythan thatwhich is Iaid, Which is 」esus ⊂h「ist.

Now if any man build upon this foundation 9OId 5iiver, Pre`ious stones, WOOd,

hay. stubble - eVe「y man’s wo「k sha= be made manifest; fo「 the day sha= decla「e

it. because it sh訓be 「evealed by fire; and the fire sha= try eve「y man’s wo「k of

w白atso直it is.

3. AthIete 1 Corinthians 9:24-26　　　LAWFUL STRIVING PRIZE

蕊器精霊葦謹書音盤書葦措盤器黒岩
not as un`ertainly; SO fight l, nOt aS O=e that beateth the air: But圧eep under my

誓鵠岩盤結露譜等霊葦.that by any means’Whe吊ave p’ea⊂hed

⑧
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I CORINTHIANS　4

Let a man so account of us, aS Of the

ministers of Christ, and s亡ewards of血e

皿ys工e盲es of God・

之Moreover i亡is req竜でed血s亡ewards,血at

a皿an be found　鉦亡血戸山.

3 But with me i[ is a very smau血ing血a〔

I should be judged of you, Or C)f皿an’s judg輸

皿ent: yea, I担dge皿o亡皿血e own self・

4 For I know no心血g by myse埠yet am I

not hereby justified: but he　血at judge血me

is　血e Lord.

丁herefore judge nod血g before血e tiIne,

un出血e Lord come, Who bo血wil] bring to

R卸t血e魔dden t血血gs of darkness, and w皿

皿ake皿狐王危st血e cou皿sds of血e he細工S二

and then shau every man bave praise of God.
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1 Co「_ 9ニ24-2了

24 Know ye not that they

which 「un in a 「ace 「un a=, but

one 「eceiveth the p「ize? So

「…,肌a亡ye爪ay ob(ain・

25 And every man that st「iveth

fo「 the mastery is tempe「ate in

a旧hings- Nowthey do itね

obtain a co「田PtibIe eroun; but

we an inc○什Upt軸e.

26 I the「e(b「e so rUn, nOt aS

uncertajnIy; SO figh=, nOt aS One

that bea書e請書he ai「:

27 Bu〔 l keep unde「爪y body置

and断れg it面o su申edion: lest

that by any meanS「 When l haYe

p記aChed章○ ○書he「S′ l myself

Should be a cast劃旧y_

倒

露醒詔囲闘醒閏圏閣闇

甲田uI′s 〇日f胴n髄tロthE BEMA (’’jud叩たnt Sたきt’′)血たS問t Pi血嶋

田関り「t醐m §脚巳山t th帥m叶E’s s軸t at an athlたti電動Ⅲt搭t・
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●ノ I have at†emp†ed †o selec† one repreSenta†ive sa而for each ce血ry of †he Christian Church. These g(orified
sain†s reve=両he p「esence of God and †he holy angels. Are we †o assume †ha† †hei「 joy is ove「Shadowed by a

gnawing fea「 as †o wha† awai†s †hem at †he ye† fu†u「e judgment sea† of Chris†? W冊hose Iike S†・ Pa†「ick have

†heir joy abrup†Iy end a† †he bema′ POSSibly foliowed by weeping・ Wa冊g and gnashing of †ee†h?
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1. Observe伽e costry foundation of God’s tempIe (1 1)

WouId a「gue for care (lOb) in bu=ding with suitable鏑re-reSistant materials (12a), rathe「 than evident combustibles (12b〉"

How s紺y a Iog cabin or a hay mound or lean-tO WOuld iook on a la「ge foundation Iaid down at a cost oftens ofthousands

of do=ars. Yet, that is what most Christians a「e doing・

2. It is cIea「 that this is a judgment of Chrisぬns (Only) (15-16〉

There is no question ofa test to see if a person has done enough to be saved. Even whenl regrettably' the wo「ks a「e

burned up (because done unsatisfacto「ily), the person under discussion is一一saved, yet SO aS th「Ough the flames.“

3. The purpose of the evaIua軸g fire is twofoId:

a. To make apparentthose wo「ks which are of p「aise to God (12’14; 4:5c〉・

b. To 「emove by pu「gjng anything and everything which would ma「 the believer’s enjoyment of the Lord in heaven

(12b, 15a). How could one be happy in etemity ifthere remained the memolγ Of his many fa冊res to do the Lo「d’s

w町and his many shameful sins committed after receiving Christ as Saviour? God gracieusly removes all such

awareness of sin’s effects (Rev. 21 :4).

4. 1t is evident that the Judgment Seat of Christ wiII be a pa輔ul experien∞ tO many Christians (「5a)

There is an eIement of truth in the Roman Catholic contention that the incident of death does not remove the harvest of

sin・s sowing (Ga上6:5-6a). How then is it 「emoved? Rome says by an indete「minate period of suffering in a piace caIled

Purgatory (to get the thought, PrOnOunCe Purge-atOry). Rome beiieves all who w冊eventua11y be in heaven wilI pass

through Pu「gato「y.

But Rome is wrong in the major points ofthis thesis. Ch「istjans w旧ndeed be purged at the Judgment Seat ofCh「ist, and

some w冊suffer, but it is an event, nOt a Period oftime再takes place in heaVen. nO自n a pIace peopIe go to befo「e they go

to heaven. Of cou「se, nOt帥g can be done by othe「s to affect our status (e・g., Masses said〉・ Ou「 StatuS is dete「mined

entirely by the deg「ee offaithfulness with which we have served the LQrdsince He saved us・ Calvary purged sin-s gu時

the Bema pu「ges sin-s effects (harvest). This might be ca=ed the “Protestant Purge-atOry. 葛で亡一題

How sad for a g「eat theoIogian to er「 on this important doctrine!
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Paul Benware’s Pのノ〔狙y

Dividing A案I Be書雪evers寡nto

丁wo D冒stinct Groups

Dr. Paul N. Benware is Professor ofBible and Doctrine at Philadelphia Biblical University He has also taught

at the Moody Bible Insti請e and at the Los Angeles Baptist College. He has written a book entitled 7yze

Believe売P午ydの′一一W砂Standing率/Z)re C催料t鋤oαld Be Our Greatest Mbmeni・

Brother Benware is to be commended for seeking to write a detailed theoIogy on the Judgment Seat of C血ist.

very few, if any, have even attempted to do this. It is a crucially important餌ure event and Benware has glVen

it the attention it deserves. He is correct in suggesting that most believers do not give the doctrine of the

judgment seat of Christ enough care餌consideration. Benware has done this, and most of the book is very

practical, help餌and Biblical’and serves as an incentive to faith餌Christian living in the light ofour awesome

accountability when we someday will stand before the One who bought us with His own blood.

Benware makes a good distinction between salvation which is a free gift and rewards which are eamed・ He

does a good study on what the Judge will be looking for and how the Judge evaluates. He presents some

interesting case studies regarding the sin of certain men (David, Peter, the Apostles, Zerubbabel), and how they

repented, reCOVered and someday would be rewarded・ He oifers practical suggestions as to how believers may

prepare for the judgment seat of Christ. His discussions of all ofthese important issues are profitable.

The main problem of the book is that Benware follows the悼ee grace一一view that all believers will ultimately be

Placed into two distinct groups:

Group#1 �Group#2 

TheFaithfu寒Believers �Theunfaithfu書BeIievers 

Be!ieverswhoperseveretotheendand �BeIieverswhowil看depa細tfromthefaith’ 

arewi看IingtosufferforChrist.Theywi書I �WhowiI○refusetosuffe「fo「Christ,and 

berewa「dedbyru看ingwi書hChristinthe �WhowiI○livecarnaI’immora賞Iives葛 

kingdom. 

Believe「swhoa「ejoint-heirswithCh「istandwho �Believerswhoarehei「sofGodbutnotjoint-heirs 

W冊reignwithHim・ �WithCh「istandwhowi=not「eignwithHim. 

Keypassage:Romans8‥17 

Believerswhow帖nheritthekingdom. �BeIieverswhobythei「wickedwayo掴fe 

(drunkemess,adulte「y,homosexuaIity,etC.)wiIInot 

Keypassages‥1Corinthians6:9"11;Galatians inhe「itthekingdom. 

5:19"21;巨p書leSians5:5。 

Believe「swhoa「epartakers(Share「S〉ofCh「istand �Believerswhoa「enotpartakers(Sharers〉ofChrist 

whow紺participatewithHiminHiskingdom「ule. �andwhow冊notparticipatewithHiminHiskingdom 

rule.Thesebelieversdonotcontinueinthefaith, 

Keypassage:Hebrews3:14 

Let us deal with these issues, One at a time.

https://www.middletownbjblechurch.org/doctrine/payday.htm 1I5
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J.D. Faust

The Rod-輸Wi11 God Spare It?

J.D. Faust published a book in 2002 entitled 7he Rod--脇ll God &?are h? It was published by Schoettle

Publishing Company, the sane company that published Joseph Di11ow’s book, Z7!e Re暗n Q声he Servant

焔ng+ This publishing house specializes in authors (SuCh as Govett, Lang, Panton, Pember, etC.) who teach

that unfaith餌saved people will be excluded from the kingdom (or in Di11ow’s case’eXCluded from reigni雪

w皿Christ). Many of these men also believe in a partial rapfure O)i11ow does not). Faust believes m

"partial immortality,."血at is’Only some believers are raised to lmmOrtality’but unfaith餌believers are

raised in mortal bodies and血en are slain at the judgment seat and sent to be punished in the underworld for

a thousand years. He teaches that the皿faith餌believers will not be raised to immortality until after the

millermium.

Hodges, Di11ow and Wimn share much in common with Faust. They all hold to the same血eoIogical

framework in that they divide a11 saved people into two distinct groups: those who are overcomers and

those who are not;血ose who i血erit血e kingdom and those who do not,血ose who are partakers of Christ

and those who are not, those who will reign with Christ and those who will not’etC. But Hodges’Di11ow

and Wilkin strongly r匂ect Faust's extreme views on millennial punishment, and for good reasons.

Faust teaches that unfaithful Christiaus will be hurt of the second death (basing this on a misunderstanding

of Revelation 2: l l) and then wi11 be cast into Hades where they will su節er toment in fire for a thousand

years. He believes in degrees of suffering一一SOme SaVed people will only suifer嶋w stripes一一and o也er veIy

wicked saved people will suffer '一many stripes.一一Faust defines outer darkness as follows:

OUTER DARKNESS: This is the same as the皿derworld or hell. Tb be cast out ofheaven is

to be cast down to earth (Rev. 12:7-10). Therefore, tO be cast ol`t OfGod’s kingdom on earth is

to be cast down into the underworld (Matthew 5:30, 18:9, Mark 9:47)・ Unfaithful ChristiallS

will be temporarily banished to血e underworld until after血c nrillemium・ There will be

weeping and gnashing of tee血in this outer darkness (Matthew 8‥12・ 22:13, 25:30)・ The

unfaithful Christian goes to the same place as the unbeliever and hypocrite皿til after the

millennium (7he Rod, P. 408)・

Faust-s great error is that he believes血at the great mgivrity of true Christiaus will be cast into outer

darkness where there will be intense punishment and su節ering for a thousand years・ This outer darkness

will invoIve weeping and gnashing of tee血・ [See our paper, RE唾g臆and Gnashing of T?e早-Will Fhis掌

理e of TrしIC Christi週的　He denies that皿s is a ”protestant purgatory.” It is similar to Catholic

purgatory in that it invoIves intense suffering and agony in flames for a significant period of time. It is

different from Ca血olic purgatory in the following ways, aS Faust himself explains‥

Catholics teach that people actし一a11y eam salvation by su節ering in a mythoIogical place called

p緋ga10ry・ The doctrine of millemial exclusion that is taught in址s book is the exact opposite.

It states that salvation in etemity is a free gift through faith alone in Jesus. No sins can keep

believers from experiencing etema=ife on the last day (after the millemium)・ Millennial

exclusion and chastisement is for the purpose of correction・ It indicates God’s justice in regard

t。 His children, Disobedient C血istians do not eam, COntribute to, Or keep their salvation in

etemity by suffering chastisement during the millennium (7%e Rod・ P. 408).

Tb require that Christians be punished for their sins’eVen for the so-Ca11ed purpose of一一correction," is a

wicked insult to the perfect finished work of Christ on the cross. We must never doubt the su鉦ciency and

the adequacy ofthe cross-WOrk of Christ and the Father-s total satisfaction of that work. And if we were to

be p皿ished for our sins, eVen for血e least of our sins, 1000 years would never be su範cient to satisfy the

https:′′www. midd-etownbiblechu「ch.o「g/doct「ine/faust.htm
1I8
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1. They insist on threatening believe「s with punishment fo「sins at the Bema.

2. They invent va「ious punitive measures against the sinne「at the Bema.

3. They ignore a p「eponderance of passages that speak ofthe

一- remOVaI ofalI sins

__ 「eWa「ds ofthe saints atthe Bema

一一reCOgnition of accomplishments through God′s grace

..The beIiever as an overcomer

** wi= enjoythe Paradise ofGod, Rev. 2:7

** w紺reve=n the prerogatives of royalty, Rev. 2:17

** w紺rule with Christ overthe nations, Rev. 2:26

** w用be honored befo「e the Father and the angels, Rev. 3:5

** w紺siton ath「one nearChrist, Rev. 3:21

●

●;

動Not on寒y is every believer an ove「comer

Who is he that ove「cometh the worId, but he that beIieveth that

Jesus isthe Son ofGod? 1 John 5:5

-But every be萱ieve「 is vic置o「ious"

But thanks be to God′ Which giveth us the victory through our

しOrd Jesus Christ。 1 Cor. 15:57

-漢n factタeVery believe「 is tota看ly? Supremeiy victorious!

Nay in alI these things we a「e more than conque「OrS through him

that Ioved us. Rom. 8:37

The term ‘′more than conquero「s′′ is one word in the Greek′ hupemikomen′

from hupemikαO, and is used onIy here. 1t has the idea ofan absoIute

conquest. The verb form denotes the idea ofto ′′overwhelmingly conque了′ o「

to ′′gain a surpassing victory:′ The glorious truth is that every genuine

believer w冊prevail everywhe「eI eVery time′ OVer eVerything and eve「yone.

M`∽擁d &掲J尻瓜
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Is the Judgment Seat a Time of Rewa「ds and Rejoicing o「 Remorse and Regret?

Within the negative approach to the Judgment Seat, there are a numbe「 of disce「nabie va「iations.

●

POSiTIVE VIEW OF THE BEMA

Lewis SperrY Chafer

John F. Walvoord

J. Dwight Pentecost

Cha「les C. Ryrie

Merri= F. Unger

Herman Hoyt

George ZeIIer
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1 Cor. 3:11-12

Forotherfoundation can no man laythan

that is laid, Which is」esus Christ.

12 Now ifany man build upon this

foundation goid, Silve「, P「eCious stones,

WOOd, hay, Stubble‥ ・

GOしD

SILVER

PRECIOUS STONES

WOOD

HAY

STUBBLE

WORTHWHILE

(Permanent)

WORTHLESS

(Perishable〉

●

WO「thless

(ph。ulo5, NOT pOnerOS)

就く∽争dこ.樅の, J私の・
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車軸電丁鴨看BULÅT書O職P話寄書OD: The Wo「Id’s Fierce HoIocaust

The Bible reveals hundreds ofdetails concernmg the tribulation period. Most significant

塁措豊島豊霊嵩詩語溝等豊書豊島霊等n
tribuIation to begin right after the rapture・ Howeve「言[ seems best to envision a pe「iod

of prepa「ation between the 「apture and the t「ibulation.

1A.　THE CONFUSION AMONG THE NATIONS:

1b.　The retum of Is「ae上

●

●∴/

The Jewish peopIe who have been scatte「ed a「ound the wo「ld w紺retu「n

in unbeIiefto the Iand (ls. 43:5-6; Jer. 29:14; Ez. 37:11-22). How Iong

would it take for the 「etum of several m冊on peopIe to the Iand of Israel?

Ofthewo「ld,s 18 m冊on Jews, 6.3 m冊on live in Israel todayand 8.3

m冊on in the USA. The retu「n of 12 m冊on Jews may possibIytake

seve「aI weeks or months but the time of prepa「ation need not be a very

lengthy period"

2b.　The reveIation of Antichrist二

菰
666

1c.　The clamoroffaIse Christs andfaIse prophets二Mt. 24:5, 11, 24

Christ predicted many false Christs and many false prophets afte「

the 「apture and yet, When the tribuIation pe「iod opens’there

appears just one po=tica! and one religious leade「・ Their

ascendancy over the other candidates is due to the fact that Satan

given them his personai power (2 Thess・ 2:9; Rev. 13:4, 14).

2c.　The comlng OfAntichrist:

Despite efforts to identify the Antichrist with individuals such as

HitIer, Kissinger, Rockefe=er, and even Saddam Hussein, a= such

efforfs are doomed because PauI cIearIy states that not until the

rest「ainer (Holy Spirit) has been removed at the rapture that the

man of sin w川be 「evealed (2 Thess. 2:6輸9). A satanica=y

empowered gentile w冊emerge in Eu「ope as a powe血I po=tical

Ieader sometime a債er the departu「e of the Chu「ch.

2A.　THE COVENANT OF ANTICHR書ST: Dan. 9:27

1b.　The confirmation of the covenant:

圏臨圏
Dan. 9:27

With believe「s gone from the earth, eVen the USA w紺become anti-

Semitic (“You sha= be hated of a= nations,” Mt" 24:9)・ Is「ae=s 「egathered

in the land and Iooks to Antichrist fo「 m冊ary protection. He slgnS a

SeVen-year treaty With lsrael・
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2b.　The cessation of the covenant:

As a slgnatOry tO the treaty, Antich「ist can be trusted no mo「e than the

Russians who violated every one ofthe 56 t「eaties they sIgned with the

USA since Wo「Id Wa「 =. After 3寝yea「s, Antich「ist breaks the treaty and

SubsequentIy invades Israel (Dan. 11:45).

3A.　THE CONQUESTS BY ANTiCHR!ST:

1b.　The confede「acy in Westem Europe:

1c.　ThebibIica!depic†ion:

●I

●ノ,

Antich「is[ w帥attempt to revive the Roman Empi「e which is

P「edicted as the Iast worId emp一「e P「io「 to the 「etu「n of Christ・ Both

Nebuchadnezzar’s dream ofthe image in Daniels 2 and Danie!’s

Vision ofthe four beasts in Danie1 7 refer to the fourworId empl「eS

between the time of Daniel and the setting up of Christ’s kingdom.

The wo「!d empireS are Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece and Rome.

The final phase ofthe Roman EmpI「e Wi= be a ten-nation

COnfede「acy (Dan. 7:23-24). I[ appears that Antich「ist m胴arily

Subdues three kings and seven others wi旧hen submit to his 「ule.

2c.　The contempo「ary developments:

ln Westem Eu「ope the stage is set for the deveIopments predicted

forthe t「ibuIation. Since [he 1950’s the European Common Ma「ket

Or Economic Community has been in effect which evoIved into the

European Union with presently 28 membership nations" This

P「lmariIy political United States of Europe has headquarfe「S in

B「usseIs and St「assburg. Only a st「ong cent「al autho「ity is lacking.

The cu「rent European scene may have absoluteIy nothing to do

With the predictions of Danie1 2 and Danie1 7 of a Revived Roman

Empi「e in Eu「ope, but it would be su「prlSlng iftoday’s

deve書opments were not signs ofthe times. One need only 「eca= ,

the 「apid and dramatic deve!opments in Eastem Eu「ope since

1989 and 1990 with the/CO=apse ofthe Communist 「egImeS tO See

how quickIy a res[o「ed Roman Empi「e COuld dominate the scene.

2b.　The cont「oI ove「Weste「n Eu「ope:

Antichrist is a Roman ruIer (Dan, 9:26) who has ambitions to ruIe the

WO「ld (Dan. 7:23; Rev. 13:7), but fo「 the fi「st 3 % years ofthe tribuIation

he is unabIe to exerf world-Wide control. To the east lie his ma」Or

enemies, the Kings ofthe North and their confederate, P「eVenting the

Roman prInCe from extending his realm.
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●

●ノ

lt is interesting to note that after the rapture the seat ofthe Westem

powers w用s嗣from Washington, D"C・ tO Rome. Fu軸er) unt冊e middle

of the tribuIation there w帥be two ma」Or CenterS Of powe「‥ the Weste「n

confederacy and the Eastem confederacy. Presently Russia is agaln

dispIaying a-arm!ng lmPe「ialist tendencies and comp「lSeS a threat to

adjacent nations. Putin ca=ed the co=apse of Communism判e greatest

geopo冊caI disaster ofthe [20th】 century." Russia appears to be a

counterforce to the Weste「n wo「ld, muCh like he situation p「edicted fo「

the fi「st haIf of the tribulation, When the「e w帥be two maJOr POWer bIocks・

ln fact, the forme「 lron Curtain in Ge「many ma「ks prefty much the

‘ Eastem limits ofthe Roman EmpI「e・ The wo「!d situation between now

and the middle of the tribulation appears to change very littIe・

Neithe「 Russia no「 the West with its present alignments w紺ever be a

wo「ld powe「, although Russia has made every effort to conque「 the

world, Whe「eas the United States neve「 had any such impe「ialistic aims.

China,s cu「rent efforts to be a wo「ld power are also doomed. To have

anothe「 wor!d power other than those anticipated in DanieI 2 and 7 would

mean necessitate an additional appendage to the image in DanieI 2 and

an additional beat ion Danie1 7!

4A.　THE CONFOUNDINGOFCOMMUNIS州: Ez.38-39

1b.　TheinvasionbyGogandMagog:

In the middle ofthe t「ibulation, a債e「 ls「aeI has been 「egathered from the

nations (Ez. 37:21), Gog and Magog w旧nvade the land of ls「aeI. At that

time, Is「ael w冊ve under Antich「ist’s protection in peace and safety (Ez.

38:1 1). Russia’s move is p「ompted by i「「ational hat「ed for ls「ael (Ez.

38:10c), a desi「e to p冊age and plunde「 (Ez. 38:11-14) and to contro。ts

strategic Iocation (Ez" 38:12c).

2b.　The decimation ofGog and Magog:

God uses eight specific judgments to accomp=sh the dest「uction of

Russia and he「 confede「ates (Ez. 38:18-23)・ The invasion 「esuIts in the

death ofa= the invade「s. Some corpses w川be buried (Ez" 39:11), Othe「s

w用be devoured by the bi「ds and beasts (Ez・ 39:17-20)・

While Russia presentIy appears economica=y weak言t is s刷a strong

m冊ary power and is making every efforf to 「egain its impe「ialistic status・

Whatever may happen between now and then, Russia as a maJO「 m冊ary

powe「 w川be dest「oyed at the time of its vicious attack agains=sraeI・

Dan. 11

5A.　THE CAMPAIGN OFAR肌AGEDDON: Rev〃 16‥16; Dan. 11‥4045

With the removal of Antichrist’s ma」Or OPPOnent, the Roman 「uIe「 Can nOW

expand his domain wor~d-Wide・ Yet he w冊ever be totaIly successfu。n his

endeavors, because va「ious a「mies w川cha=enge his ruIe du「ing the fina1 3 14

yea「s of the tribuIation・
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弼The campalgn OfA「mageddon is named after a major battIe in a va帖ey bythat

name in Northem IsraeI (Rev. 16:16). The scene is one of unbelievabIe

bloodshed, reSu剛g看n a rive「 ofbIood ruming fou「feet deep for200 miIes

(Rev. 14:20), Perhaps f「om Megiddo no軸west toward the Medite「ranean Sea

and southeast towa「d the Jordan Va=ey and the Dead Sea・

1b.　Thecommander二Dan. 11:36-39

The main characte「 in the second half of Danie1 11 is the Antichrist, the

w冊ul king, Whose ruIe is cha=enged by a series of invasions at the

weakest flank of his domain, the Eastem end of the Mediterranean-

2b.　Thecampalgn: Dan. 11:40-45

1c,　Theassau!tf「om Egypt: Dan. 11:40a

An attack is di「ected at Antichrist from the south. The geog「aphical

di「ection is f「om the vantage point o口srae上

2c.　TheattackbyRussia‥ Dan. 11:40b

●
3c.

_ ___.　クー奮密書王

ト、雲親

函園

Russia has been decimated as a world power previousiy but can

muster a few mo「e soIdiers. Perhaps as a joint maneuver with

Egypt, Russia attempts to move into Is「ael and from the「e

westwa「d to unseat Antichrist in Rome.

丁he action ofAntichrist: Dan. 1 1二40c-43

努へ茎iag　蓼尋The ant誓聖fo「.王早竺i崇竺e禁裏三竺雪空幸
apparentIy is the w冊uI king of Dan" 11‥36 who moves againstthe

invading armies" Since Satan glVeS him supe「natu「a=nte冊gence,
二王he can counter successfully eve「y efforf against him.

臆二二」 _ _→_一

●_,

一一・二三三三二二二_一・>

●′

1d.　Theconquestofcountries‥ Dan. 11:41a

Antichrist takes advantage of the occasion to invade ``many

count「ies.”

2d.　The invasion of ls「aeI: Dan, 11:41a

丁he w冊ul king ente「s “the glo「ious Iand” and perhaps at

that point in time breaks his t「eatywith lsrae十〇 ・

3d.　Theescapeto Edom, MoabandAmmon:

Just to the east of Israe用es an area, the bjbljcal Ammon,

Moab and Edom, Which w帥not fal=nto the hands of

Antich「ist (Dan. 1 1 :41b)・ Especia=y Jewish people wi冊nd

a refuge here (Rev・ 12:14) as Antich「ist invades Israel,

abominates the sac「ifice in the temple and desoiates the

喩
附
帯
の
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4c.

●

TempIe Mount. Christ admonished the people of the

tribulation to “fIee into the mountains’’(Mt, 24:16)・

4d.　The dest「uction ofEgypt, Libya and Ethiopia‥

The Roman ruler lashes out at the countries that apparently

opposed him o「 pose a threatto him as he sets up his

headquarfers in lsrael・

The approach ofthe Asiatics‥ Dan. 11:44

The tidings out ofthe east and no軸that come to him are ofgreat

conce「n. who would not be conce「ned if he hea「d that an a「my

numbering 200 m輔on horsemen we「e afte「 his jugular veins?

(Rev. 9:16). ButAntichrist is able to countertheir attack as well as
firmly estab=shes his m冊ary headquarfe「S On “the holy mountainr’

that is, mOunt Zion or Jerusalem, between the Dead Sea and the

Medite「ranean Sea.

Some have suggested that the invaders from the east and the

north are the Red Chinese. Both China and lndia, aCCO「ding to

CIA fact sheets, COuld easily muster an army numbering 200

m冊on (incredibly China 618 m冊on and India 615 m冊on).

However, the invade「 could be a confederation of various Asiatic

nations who w紺cross the dried-uP Euph「ates River (Rev. 16:12)

to engage Antich「ist in battle- ln fu「y he dest「oys the invaders.

5c.　TheadventofChrist二Dan. 11:45b; Rev. 19:1伯

Daniel concIudes the p「edictions co=Ceming A「mageddon and the

fate of Antich「ist, the demonic dictato「, rather cryptica=y with the

wo「ds, “Yet he sha= come [o his end and none shali heIp him"’’

Just when Antichrist seems to have defeated aII of his ma」Or

enemies and triumphantly rules ove「 the world, he himself

pe「ishes. To understand the situation at which Daniel merely h而s,

one needs to 「ead carefu=y Rev. 19‥11-14, describing the advent

of Christ. This passage is the N"T. counterpart of Danie! 1 1:45.

Ch「ist descends f「om heaven, fo=owed by the army ofthe saints

(Rev. 19:14), tO eStabIish Himself as 「ighrfuI 「ule「 OVer the earfh-

丁he counterfeit christ and false p「OPhet a「e taken by the Lo「d f「om

heaven and a「e cast a=ve into the Lake of Fire and B「imstone

(Rev. 19:20). Despite Satan’s efforts to wrest Ch「ist’s 「eign away

from Him, God w帥place His Son upon His holy h紺ofZion (Ps・

2:6)

You and l as be=eve「s w用have a priv=eged position as we 「etu「n with

our saviorf「om heaven and 「uIe with Him in His glorious Kingdom.

Dan. 7:27　Thenthekingdomand dominion,

and the greatness of the kingdoms under the whole heaven・

sha!l be given to the peopie’the saints ofthe Most High"

His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom’

and alI dominions shal! serve and obey Him.
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power was given h血0Ver a皿kindreds’狐d tongues and na櫨ons.” Rev・ 13:7

The.Counterfeit Trinity of the TI.ibulation
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*“∴*★青身**★★★★∴∴*★ADDENDUM★★★★★★★★**★★★

It might be we旧o gather at this pojnt the b榔caI testjmony to the refuge God has prepa「ed fo「 His

PeOPIe during the Iast half ofthe t「軸ation period・ W刷e Satan Iashes out jn unmitigated hat「ed

agajnst Is「aeI’Antich「ist (13‥1-10) injtiates his unrest「ained persecution agairrst the people of

God. 1t may come as a surp「ise to some how much info「mation js contained in the Sc「iptures

reIating to IsraeI’s security during the G「eat TribuIation.

1A・　ThePromiseofaRefuge:

1b.　The place:

W刷e Antich「ist cont「oIs the whoIe worId (Dan. 7‥20-21; Rev. 13‥8-10) from

JerusaIem (Dan. 1 1‥35), aPParentIy a smaII sIive「 of Iandjust east ofthe J。「dan

and Dead Sea’enCOmPaSSlng anCientAmmon, Moab and Edom, W帥be o軸mits

to him・ This wouId include myste「io=S Petra・ CaI-ed by Dean Burgon判e 「ose red

City, haIf as old as tjme.”

Danie=l:41 He shaII aIso enter the GIorious Land’and many counfrfes shaIl

be overthrown; but these sha一一escape from his hand‥軸om, Moab, and the

P「Ominent peopIe of Ammon。

2b.　The p「otection:

Christ’s wo「ds of wa「nIng are repeated in the Synoptic Gospels, that when

Antich「ist desecrates the temple in Je「usaIem,一srael (and, hope刷y, SaVed

Gen鵬s) should escape to the mountains (Mt. 24:15-21; Mk. 13‥14; Lk. 21‥20-21)

Mt. 24‥15-21 Therefo「e when you see the ・abomination of desoIation’’spoken

Of by DanieI the prophet’Standing in the holy pIace,, (Whoever reads, Iet him

understand)’16then Iet those who are in Judea ftee to the mountains。 17Let

him who is on the housetop not go down to take anything out of his

house・ 18And Iet him who is in thefieId notgo backto get his cIothes. 19But

WOe tO those who are p「egnant and to those who a「e nursing babies in those

days! 20And pray thatyour fIight may not be in winter or on the

Sabbath. 21 For then there wiIl be g「eat tribuIation’SuCh as has not been

Since the beginning oftheworId untiI this timeJ nO, nOreVer ShaiI be.

When one stands on the Mount ofOIives, On-y one mountain 「ange is visible. The

mOuntains of Moab, SOme 26 miIes to the east, rising majesticaI!y above the Dead

Sea’may WeII be the mountai=S Which Ch「ist envisions・ The app「oach to this a「ea

js fai「Iy easy as one t「avelsjust 15 miIes to the Jordan and the Dead Sea. The

COurSe js v而uaIly aI! downh冊rom an a冊ude of 3’000 feet above sea Ieve口o 1280

feet below sea leve上
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肌. 24:15・21

Therefore when you see the
`abomination of desoIatjon,,

SPOken of by DanieI the prophet,

Standing in the hoIy

Place" (Whoeve「 reads, Ie冊m

understand), 16then Iet those

Who are in Judea flee to the

mountains. 17 Le川im who is on

the housetop not go down to

take any軸ng out of his

house. 18And Iet him who is in

the fieId not go back fo ge冊s

C10thes. 19But woe to those who

a「e pregnant and to those who

are nursing babies in those

days! 20And p「ay that your郁ght

may not be in winte「o「on the

Sabba肌, 21 For then there w帥be

g「eat t「ibufation, SuCh as has not

been since the begiming ofthe

WO「ld unti=his time, nO, nO「 eVer

ShaI! be.

朋k. 13:14
“So when you see the

`abomi=ation of desofation;

SPOken of by Danie冊e

ProPhet’Standing where it ought

not’’(Iet the 「eader

understand), “then let those who

are jn Judea flee to the

mountains. 1’

しk. 21 :20-21
`一But when you see JerusaIem

Surrounded by a「mies, then

know that its desolation is

near. 21 Then let those who are

in Judea flee to the mo…tains,

Iet those who are in the midst of

her deparf, and let not those who

are in肌e country ente「 her."
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3b.　The period:

Rev。 12:6, 14・16
6Then the woman ¶ed into the wiIdemess, Whe「e she has a p!ace p「epa「ed

by God’that they should feed her there one thousand two hundred and

審議論。man WaS 。iv。n tw。 Wings 。f 。 。「。。t 。。。!。, that sh。 mig剛y

into the wildemess to he「 p書aceI Where she is nourished for a time and

times and half a time, from the presence ofthe se「pent. 15so the serpent

spewed wate「 out of his mout掴ke a flood afte「 the woman’that he血g軸

cause her to be car「ied away by the fIood〃 16 But the earth heIped the

woman’and the earth opened its mouth and swal寒owed up the ¶ood which

the dragon had spewed out of his mouth"

As seen above, the refuge is urgentIy needed du「ing the final te「rifying haIf of the

t「ibuIation.

2A,　The Procedureof Reckoning:

1 b.　The prosecutor:

When Ch「ist retums to the Mount of Olives, He w帥「escue Je「usa!em (Zech"

14:3-4), remOVe Antichrist and the false prophet (Rev. 19二20) and sIay a!I the

unbeIievers gathered with their armies against is「ael (Rev. 19:15, 21). Soon

the「eafte「 He w帥Visit His peopIe in thei「 「efuge in Transjo「dan" There He w帥

sepa略te the believe「S f「om the unbeIieve「S.

書sa.63:.1-2

Who is this who comes from Edom, With dyed garments from Bozrah,
This One who is g営orious in His appa「elタT「aveling in the greatness of His

Strength?-
“l who speak in righteousness, mighfy to save.”

2why is Your appa「el嶋dJ And Yo町gamentS iike one who t「eads in the

Winepress?

2b.　The pu「ging二

In the sheep and勺Oatjudgme雨S Of the Gentilesi’nea「 Je田Salem (Mt: 25:311),

Ch「ist w冊SePa「ate the beIievers from [he unbelievers・ Then He wilI separate

believing and unbeIieving Jews, POSSibly bringing them from their hiding p!ace in

Ammon, Moab and Edom into Wadi Arabah’a ValIey, ten miIes wide, eXtending

120 miles from the Dead Sea to the Red Sea。 It seems that even unbelievers w帥

血d a refuge in the mountains ofAmmon’Moab and Edom east of lsrael.

Ez. 20:35-38 And l wi霊l bring you into the wildemess ofthe peoplesI and

there I wi書l plead My case with you face to face" 36Just as I pleaded My case

with your fathers in the wjldemess ofthe land of Egypt, SO I wilt plead My

諸藩豊富豊島詰悪霊霊;鵠詳誌誤豊
from among youJ and those who transg「ess against Me; I wiII bring them
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Out Ofthe coun叫Where they dwelI’but they sha冊ot enterthe Iand of

Israel.丁hen you wi!l know that I am the Lord。

3b.　The percentage ofthe redeemed:

The prophet Zecha「iah impIies that durjng the tr軸ation one-thi「d of a旧srae両iI

be saved-a muC旧arger per∞ntage O口s「ae冊an is presentIy t「ue.帖he finaI

mOmentS Ofthe tribulation, aS Christ sIowly descends (Rev. 19:1 1), Is「ae廟I see

thei「 Messiah・ Observe the stigmata (the na岬nts in His hands and feet), and

「epent ofthei「 sins (Zech. 12二10).

This godIy nucleus of Jews刷ente「 the kingdom without seeing death (Rom.

仕26)・ They w冊he「it the Promised Land and e巾y the bIessings ofthe New

Covenant (Je「. 31).

ぐぶ嬉多軸二三三三三二二‾

加与Qot8 meer DOnl ①l♭曾r9e佃S.

動地融的眼でもf脚調匝剣t.寄f ⑫埴陀努,輔車拒め書批調鰯寅g耽れ棟,

如麺的も多8棚血書り幻紺皿亜新種Of卿0加
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17th-Cenlury engravlng Or[he Dei〇・ an isola‘ed bu調ing on a lofty eminence norlhwcst of

the valley of Pc‘ra' raCing Mounl Ho「 (New yor友勅b’fc.硯rro′J,).
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①りe諺加tle of Go襲軸叫的興o妙RJSSIA’S FINAL DOOM, Ezekie! 38"39

1A。　THE ARMIES: 38:1-3

The prophecy commences with five names. Gog seems to be a titIe such as

Pharaoh, Czar, Kaiser, Ceasar. The term ’`chief prince” should p「obabIy be

rendered∴函nce of Rosh,’’chief being a personaI name of a people identified

historicaIly with the Russians. Thus Gesenius言n his Hebrew and Cha/dee

Lexicon (1846), defines Rosh as a proper noun (Ez・ 38:2, 3; 39:1) “a northem

nation mentioned with Tubal and Meshech; undoubtedly the Russians” (P. 752,

emphasis in the original)・

1 b.　The revelation:

2b.　The ruIer:

3b.　The ruled:

4b.　The realm: of. 38:15

5b.　The「egIOnS:

6b.　The reason:

2A.　THE AR州AMENTS: 38:4

Ⅱ.融「 Ez出e138‥2, 3; 39:l; Pr.n. Of a

northern nation, mentioned with Tubal and Me§hech ;

undoubtedly∴the・ Bt48StaれS, Who are mentioned by

Byzantine w誼ers of the tenth centuryl under the

name o; ’pゐs, dwelling to the nor血of Taurus, and

(Arab. caned uゥノ) described by lbn Fosslan, an

Arabic writer of the samもage, aS dwelling on the

riTer Bゐα (WoIga)∴ (SふIbn Fosslan, Bericht von

den Russen軸terer Zeit, iibersetzt und erkぬrt von

Fr血n. Petersburgh, 18Q3, eSPeeialIy p∴28, Seqq.

Co皿Pare Jo8. de Hammerl Origines RussesI Peters-

This passage on the armaments used has occasioned endIess discussion" Many

expositors inte「preted the weapons in a non-1ite「a看way. The passage言n e怖∋Ct, is

a litmus test of one’s hermeneutical procedure and practice. Wi= we practice

!itera=nterpretation even when the text, though clear in its messageずSeemS tO gO

against reason’or common sense?

Ezekiel’s message is plain. Warfa「e w帥somehow revert to its ancient

methodoIogy. It seems d醐cuIt to understand the passage otherwise, eSPeCi訓y

in light of the subsequent use ofthe weapons as a substitute for trees as

firewood (39:9-1 0).

1 b,　The Ho「SeS.二

2b.　The Armo「:

3b.　TheWeapons:Cf.39:9

ShieIds, Bucklers, Swords, Bows and A「rows, Handspikes, Spea「s

3A.　THE ALLIES: 38:5-6 ・

丁he armies 」OlnIng Russia come from every point ofthe compass. They may all

be Mosiem nations, but need not be.

The words desc「ibing the origin of the main invasion fo「ce argues st「ong!y for

Russia. Three times the invaders are said to come f「Om書`the north parts’’(Ez.

38:6, 15; 39:2). The Iitera! rende「ing is “the uttermost parts ofthe north.’’lfone

draws a Iine from Je「usaIem to the fa「 no直h, fo=owing the curvature ofthe earth,

it w帥go directly through Moscow!
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1b.　Persja二∨. 5

2b.　Cush: V. 5

3b.　Put: V. 5

4b.　Gomer: V. 6

5b.　Togarmah:V.6

●:…

●)

4A.　THE ADVANCE: 38:8-9

Another controve「siaI aspect ofthe p「OPhecy is the timing ofthe invasion. In thei「

Le# Behhd series, Tim LaHaye and Jerry Jenkins place the invasion before the

raptu「e (Vo=, 10-1 1 , 16). The context of Ezekie1 38-39, howeve「言S the retum of

the Jews to IsraeI (“the vaIley ofdry bones,” Ez. 37) a債erthe rapture. The

PaSSage does not anticipate a partial retum Iike today’because it includes every

Single Jew on ear[h. This deta旧s unfortunately ignored by many commentators.

God says He “Ieft none ofthem anymore there” Ez. 39:28),

Ezekie=s toId that the invasion wouid take pIace “in the latter years’’(38:8) and
“in the Iatter days” (38:16)・ The BIitzk「ieg (!ightning strike) comes at a time when

ls「aei w紺dweII safely, nOtjust m冊artry secure. 1n fact再is dwe岨ng In unWa=ed

V帥ages without gates and bars (39:1 1)-ha「dIy a description of !s「aeI today. The

PeaCefuI and prospe「ous situation. is.mos川keIy the result of Antich「ist’s

PrOteCtion, Which terminates in the middle ofthe tribulation period (Mt. 24:15).

1P"　ThechronoIogyofthe invasionこof・ V- 16

2b.　The condition of lsraeI:

3b.　ThecampaIgn Ofthe invader:

1c.　Thespeedymaneuve「:

26.　Thesupe「iormob:

5A。　THE AMBIT!ON: 38:10-13

1b.　The reasons for the attack二10-12

1c.　Maievolent spirit: V. 10

2c.　MateriaI spoiI: VS. 11-12

3c.　M晒ary superiority: V. 12

2b.　The respchseofthenations二V. 13

6A,　THE ATTACKこ. 3&14-16

1b・　Theinte帖genceofGog:V" 14

2b. Theinvinbib帥tyofGog三V. 15

2b.　TheinvasionofGog:V. 16a

3b.　The instigationofGog:V. 16b
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1c.　ThegatheringofGogbyGod:

2c.　Theg!orifyingofGod byGog:

7A。　THEANN営HILATiON: 38:17-23

EzekieI 38-39 is God’s answer, in part, tO the Communist at「ocities ofthe past.

The Bfack Book ofCommunism estimates the number of civ帥an victims under

Communism to be approaching lOO m冊on (P. 4).

The emotional response to Gog by God is without para=e=n the Old Testament
“that my fu「y shall come up In myface. For in myjeaIousy and両he fire ofmy w「ath have i

SPOken,’’(Ez. 28:18b-19a). Gog’s degene「acy, depravity and godIess g「eed make him

「ipe for judgment. The ’`EviI Empire’’w紺receive its Iong置deIayed and weI!-

deserved judgment at Iast. As the “Mothe「 of all Batt!es” begins, God opens the

a「senaI of heaven and sends eight devastating judgments upon the invaders:

1b.　Theprediction:V, 17

2b.　Thep「ompting:VS. 18-19a

lc.　God’s affection for lsrael:

2c.　God’sangerupon the invader:

3b.　Thepremonition: VS. 19b-20

1c.　The convulsion of nature:

1d. Intheaquatic「eaIm:

2d.  In the atmosphe「ic realm二

2c.　The conste「nation among men:

3c.　The c「umpling ofthe mountain二

4c.　Thecollapseofbu胴ings:

4b.　Thep「Og「eSSion: VS. 21-22

1c.　Thea「senaloftheAimighty二V. 21a

2c.　The activityoftheA!mighty: VS. 21b-22

1d.　ThesociaIcamage二V.21

2d.　The personaIcaIamities: V. 22a

le.　PestiIence:

2e.　Bl。dd

3d.　The NaturaI catastrophes: V∴22b

le.　Fl○○d

2e.　Ha=

3e.　Fire:

4e.　B「imstone二

J依a掲物部嘩

銃e脇

とa巾hquake

Civ軸Wa「

PestiIence

BI○○d

FIash F暮○○d

軸ail

干i「e

Brims書one
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4d・　The accIamation oftheAlmighty: V. 23

1e.　AdisplayofGod’sg!ory:

2e.　AdisplayofGod’s greatness:

3e.　AdisplayofGod’sgoodness:

8A.　THE AFTERMATH: 39こ1-29

The Russian rampage masterminded by divine design and met by divine defense

demonst「ates God’s gIory “so w旧make my ho!y name known in the midst of my

PeOPle IsraeI” (39:7).

1b,　The dest「uction of the invaders: VS。 1葛6

(This invoIves the bumirg, VS・ 1-10; the burials’VS・ 11-16; the banquet,

VS. 17-20; and the bIesslngS, VS. 21-29; uPOn the heathen, VS. 21-22; and

lsrael, VS. 23-24),

1c.　The prophecyconcemlng Gog’s destruction: V. 1

2c.　The prompting ofGog’sdiIemma: V. 2

3c.　The picture ofGog’s decimation: VS, 3-6

1d,　丁he destruction ofGog’sweapons:

2d.　The devourlng OfGog’s warriors二VS. 4b-6

3d・　ThedisplayofGod’swo「kings:V. 7

2b.　The deIiverance of !srael: 39:8-10

1c.　The salvation from the invaders: V. 8

うd,丁he anticipation ofdeIive「ance:

2d.　Thea「rivaloftheday:

2c.　The spoliation ofthe invaders: VS. 9-10

1d.　The acquisition ofthematerial ofwar: VS. 9-10a

2d.　The approp「iationfromthe men ofwar: V. 10b

3b.　The disposlng Ofthe invaders二39:11-20

With amazlng PrOPhetic specificity’God disc!oses through Ezekiel some

2,600 years ago the Iocation of the burial, the duration of the burial and

the three g「oups empIoyed for this purpose.

1c.　The burial ofthe beaten: VS. 11-16

1d.　ThepIaceforburiaI:∨.11

2d.　The procedureofburiaI: VS. 12-16
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2c.　Thebanquetforthebirds: VS. 17-20

1d・　Theinvitationtotheguests:V. 17a

2d"　丁he instructiontotheguests: VS. 17b-20

4b.　The defense of IsraeI: 39:21-29

丁he destruction ofthe invade「 resuIts in the deliverance of the nations and

Of ls「aeI・ The sIaughter of the invaders w冊effect the sa-vation of many

PeOPIe・ a Vivid example ofthe PsaImist’s words‥ ・・Sure-ythewrath ofman

ShalI praise thee: the remainder of wrath shaIt thou restrain,, (Psa血76:10),

1c・　The expIanation ofIsrael’s rejection: VS, 21-24

1d・　God’sgloryinjudgment: VS. 21-22

2d・　God’s graciousness injudgment: VS. 23-24

2c・　The effecting of lsrae!タs regathe「ing‥ VS. 25-29

1d.　The restoration oftheJews: VS. 25-27

2d.　The regeneration oftheJews: VS. 28-29

(See this writer’s chapter “What is Gog and Magog in Relation to B輔caI Prophecy?,, in

777e Ga初eI加g Sfom, ed・ Mei Couch, 2005, 171-196.)
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田切言動脇帥胴的肌O章⑲看咽
AF|’ER HENRY H. ARMSTEAD, R. A., AN ENGLISH

ARTIST, DIED 1905.

●

● CharIes F. Ho「ne and 」uIius A. Bewer, eds.,棚e BibIeond伯Story, Vlli, (1910), 1382.

The artist accurateIy pictures the hordes ofGog and Magog as horsemen′ emPIoying weapons of ancient

Warfare′ SuCh as bows and arrows′ ShieIds and spears′ thus reflecting EzekieI′s clear prophetic details in

38:4 and 39:9-10.
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● What Do We Really ELow帥out鳳mageddon?

M伽争働ど・脇必, J尻の・

The name Amageddon is used frequently in publications for some m劉Or

ba劇e or catastrophe. In fact,血e biblical tem refers to the final world con鮎ct

just prior to the Second Advent ofChrist. It is preceded by two other wars during
the Tribulation. There will be a revival ofthe Roman Empire in血e fom ofa ten-

nation confederacy under the Roman r山er or Antichrist (Dan. 7: 1 9-26; Rev.

13: 1-2). What some ca11 the United States ofEurope will come about during the

first half of血e seven-year tribulation period. The European Union today may

Well be a prec町SOr Ofthat revived Roman Empire. Then at血e mid-POint ofthe

Tribulation the battle of Gog and Magog takes place (Ez. 38-39). Apparently

Russian and her confederates (Ez. 38:5-6) invade Israel and will suffer a

devastating defeat.

The Battle of Armageddon actually appears to be a protracted campalgn,

Centering on Israel during the second half of the Trib山ation, Culminating with

the glorious Second Adve血. It is me血ioned in passages such as Danie1 1 1 :40-

45; Joe1 3:9-17; Zechariah 14:1-3 and Revelation 16.:14-16. It might be well to

list several specifics atout血at五nal war to help us understand its scope and

OutCOme.

1. The meanlng OfArmageddon:

Bible scholars disagree on the meamng of the name. Hdr Mをgi〔放) in

Hebrew means the hill of Megiddo. Megiddo seems to be derived from

mageくわn, meaning ba調e or congregation.

2. The location ofArmageddon:

The city of Megiddo was Iocated at a strategic position at the sou也em rim

Ofthe plain of Esdraelon, the great battle宜eld of工srael. One writer notes

the significance of the site‥ “These low hills around Megiddo, With their

Outlook over the plain of Esdraelon, have witnessed pe血aps a greater

number ofbloody encounters than have ever stained a like area ofthe

WOrld’s surface” (W. Ewing, ISBE [1960], I, 1340). Napoleon, Who

Su鮮訂ed a devastating defeat here ca11ed血e valley the most perfect

battlefield on earth, With carefu11y orchestrated entrances and exits.

3. The history ofArmageddon:

In the history of Israel, the site had been the scene ofnever-tO-be

forgotten ba請es. It was famous for two great victories: OfBarak and

Deborah over the Canaanites (Jud. 4-5) and of Gideon over the

Midianites (Jud. 7) and two great disasters: the deaths ofSaul and

Jona血an (1. Sam・ 3 1) and ofJosiah in Ihe battle against Pharaoh-neCho

(2. Kgs. 23:29; 2. Chron. 35:22). Both Jehoram and Jezebel su舐;red a

horrible death in the valley (2 Kgs. 9) To the Hebrew mind these

historical associations of calamity and camage give to the valley an

Ominous significance ofoverthrow and doom (Zech. 12: 1 1 ).
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4・ The time ofArmageddon:

With the destnlCtion ofRussia at the midpoi血of血e Tribulation (Ez. 38:8-

1 1; 39:28), Antichrist will be world ruler (Dan. 9:24; Rev. 13:7). His

authority will not go uncontested, however, aS Various amies maneuver to

unseat him. Their efforts are protracted and extend over much ofthe fina1

3 1/2 years ofthe Tribulation.

5・ The armies at Armageddon:

W址Ie initially there seem to be four m劉Or amies invoIved in也e conflict

(Dan. 1 1 :40-45), at its climax all the world,s nations are invoIved. God
SPeaks through Zechariah conceming His land and血e beloved city

Jerusalem, t血eatening that血e enemies would be cut to pieces, “though all

血e people ofthe earth by gathered together against it,, (Zech. 12:2-3;

14:2).

6. The warriors at Armageddon:

Nowhere is血ere a total number glVen but we are told that one amy alone

Will be comprised of200 million demonized horsemen (Rev. 9: 16-17). It is

POSSible that over l billion soldiers will be invoIved in血is final ba珊e.

The cou血y ofIsrael is only 65 miles at its widest and 120 miles Iong-

One-eigh血ofthe size of血e state of Iowa. Apart fi.om divine intervention,

Israel would doomed・ Jerusalem seems to be血e pnmary place of血e

Slaughter (Zech・ 14‥ 1 -2) while Amageddon appears to be the stagin宰rea・
負The plain ofMegiddo is admittedly not large enough to contain amleS

from all over the world’SO it must be the assembly area for a much larger

deployment” (Robert Thomas, Rel,elation 8-22 [1 995], 270).

7. The conveya皿Ce Ofthe soldier§:

Warfare during血e Tribulation will apparently revert to its ancient

me血odoIogy・ Some time pnor’at the invasion by Gog and Magog,

horsemen armed with swords’bows and arrows carry out a lightning strike

against Israel (Ez. 38‥4: 39:9)・ At Amageddon the soldiers likewise will

be mounted on horses (Dan. 9: 16-17). These horses along with their riders

Wi11 be devoured by vu血res in a bloody banquet at血e Second Advent

(Rev. 19:17-18).

8. The motivation ofthe armies:

The amies converge on Israel under the direction of demonic spirits
“which go forth unto the kings ofthe earth and ofthe whole world, tO the

battle ofthat great day ofGod Almighty” (Rev. 16:14) and yet it is a

SOVereign God who is in complete control, Perm舶ng wickedness to run its

COurSe. He gathers them to Amageddon (Rev. 16: 16) and Jerusalem (Zech.

14:2).

9. The sequence ofthe attacks:

Daniel reveals in great detail the progression ofthe amies approaching

Israel.

(l) Thた輔剛lt by Egypt.
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Egypt attacks from the south (“the king ofthe south shall push at him”

1l:40).

(Z) Thた軸肥冊y剛ssi日.

The king of.血e north approaches like a whirlwind (1 1 ‥40, Perhaps an

amy ofRussians who did not participate at Gog and Magog).

(雷)丁h2お印叩心y同軸巳。

Antic血ist moves his military headquarters from Rome to Jerusalem

(1 1 :41-45) as news reaches him ofimminent danger.

(4) Th甘さ田富聞出ロfth電Åsiおti膝.

An amy缶om the north and east approaches (1 1 :44), POSSibly the 200

million horsemen mentioned in Rev. 9‥ 1 6 who cross血e dry Euphrates

River (Rev. 16:12). The amy is most likely comprised ofAsiatics.

Many Bible teachers see here a reference to the Chinese amy.

Astounding infomation made avaHable by the CIA indicates that血e

Chinese govemment could call on over 650 million men and women

Who are prepared military service.

10・ The focaI points ofthe ba調e:

Even w皿e amies clash at Amageddon in the no血(Rev. 16:16), SOldiers

from around the world are gathered at Jerusalem and will capture血e holy

City one五nal time (Zech. 12:1-2; 14:1-2). At血e descent of血e amies of

heaven’all the soldiers in around Jerusalem will suffer a violent end. Even

ifJerusalem is the place ofthe final slaughter’Amageddon is the place

Where也e amies assemble before the slaughter and where much blood wi11

be spilled.

1l. The carnage at Armageddon:

It is impossible to imagine the bloodshed resulting from the battles. A

叶ver ofblood’4 % feet deep and 200 miles Iong (Rev. 14:20) will
m皿date the low places ofIsrael. The blood ofmen and horses at

Amageddon wi11 flow northwest血o the Mediterranean sea and eastward

to也e Jordan Va11ey and hence to the Dead Sea.

12・ The purpose ofthe armies:

Psalm 2 suggests that the heathens are on a rampage and the kings and

rulers take counsel together to prevent the Messiah King from ascending

His t血one (Ps・ 2:2, 6-8; Rev・ 5:10, 12; 15:3-4).

13. The outcome ofthe campaign ofArmageddon:

Every single soldier in Israel will perish・ As Chhst descends to the Mount

OfOlives (Zech. 1 ‥4), His word ofjudgment wi11 bring agonizing death to

every individuals (Rev. 19:14’21; Zech" 14:12-13)" We as glorified saints

Wm retum with our Bridegroom from heaven. In utter amazement we will

Observe our savior’s climactic actions as He eliminates the rebels

and establishes His glorious kingdom・ Our part at Amageddon will

Simply be to witness and to worship・
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If血ere has been a time in your life when you trusted in Christ as your

PerSOnal Savior’yOu Will not need to be concemed about Amageddon.

Rather, yOu may anticipate the Rapture before the Trib山ation and your

re血m with the Savior to estal)1ish His kingdom
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●　=霊諾諾EmPortanceof

the Secoれd血dvent

1., The Second Advent is the eve血書

in Scrip血res. The evemt is mentioned some 1500書imes in the O・T. and N.T.

2., The event of the Second Advent is the

PrOPhet. (Jude 14)

3. Revelation 19 is the

u請ered

On the Second Advent.

4. CarefuI血terpretation of a biblical issue starts with the

On the topic.

5. Revelation 19 gives the

●

by租

Of the Second

Advent, With unique details found nowhere e量se・

6. ReveIation 19 a鱒brds the Of章血e cve血書s

Surrounding the Second Advent, a COunte叫art tO I ThessaIonian§ On the Rapt曲Le.

7., Rせvda簡on宣少de§C轟bes章he

ages: a Ionging for the Prince of Peace and REghteousness・

by仇e sa血ts o章鑓

8. Revelation 19 is the c岨nax of the R柳e励めn QIJ玄関S `相克鴫a飾brding the

a皿yW血cre iⅡ Sc轟p巾着e・

Of our heavenly King and supreme Sovereign

薗軸心ed鼠Ⅲb叫恥皿
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●　　題he Inestimable Impo血nce of

Reve案ation 19 and

the Second且dvent

●

1. The Second Advent is the most imI)O巾ant prophetic event

in Scriptures. The event is mentioned some 1500 times in the O.T. and N.T.

2・ The even書of the Second Advent i§ the most ancient 。rO。hecv uttered by a

PrOPhet. (Jude 14)

3. Revelation 19 is the most extensive DaSSa里e On the Second Advent.

4. CarefuI interpretatinn of a bibIicaI issue starts with the most DrOminent 。a§Sa箪e

On血e topic.

5. Revelation 19 gives the most detailed descriDtion of the Second Advent, With

unique detaiIs found nowhere else.

6. ReveIation 19 a鯖ords the mo§t Chrono賞o蜜ical se偶uence of the events surrounding

the Second Advent? a COunterPa巾to l ThessaIonians on the Rapture・

7. ReveIation 19 describes the血0§t antieiロated event by the saints ofthe ages: a

longing for the Prince of Peace and REghteousness.

8. Reve案ation 19 is the climax ofthe Revehめn qrJ出場Cfar申y a鯖ording the

血OSt eXalted view ofour heavenIy King and supreme Sovereign anywhere in

Sc轟p仙rc.

Manfred E. Kober, Th.D.
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The terms forthe eight bIanks are found in the main points ofthe ou輔ne

(The Return ofthe Lord, The Rescue of」erusalem etc.〉.
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a. O.T.Sain†s Dan. 12:1-2

b. Tribuia†ion Ma「ty「S Rev. 20:4
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1A。　THERETURNTOEARTH:

The Second Advent of Christ is the most important prophetic event

fo「 the wo「ld, aS the Rabtu「e ofthe believer some seven years

p「eviously is the fondest hope for the Church.

The Second Advent is mentioned over l ,000 times in the Scriptures. The Lord’s

retum to earth with His saints was p「OPhesied by Enoch at Ieast 7,000 years ago!

Matthew 24:27-30
27For as the lightning cometh out ofthe east, and shineth even unto the west; SO Sha=

also the comlng Ofthe Son of man be.
28 For wheresoever the ca「case is, there wi旧he eagles be gathe「ed together.

29 lmmediateIy after the tribuIation ofthose days sha= the sun be darkened’and the

moon sha= not give he「 light, and the stars sha= fal! from heaven, and the powers ofthe

heavens sha= be shaken:
30And then shaIl appearthe sign ofthe Son of man in heaven‥ and then sha= a= the

t「ibes ofthe ea巾h mou「n, and they sha= see the Son of man coming in the cIouds of

heaven with power and g「eat glory.

Jude14

And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, PrOPhesied ofthese, SayIng, Behold, the Lo「d

cometh with ten thousands of his saints,

Revelation 19:11-16

2 ThessaIonians l:6-10
6 seeing it is a righteous thing with God to recompense tribuIation to them that trouble

yOu;
7And to you who are troubIed 「est with us’When the Lord Jesus sha= be 「eveaIed from

heaven with his mighty angels,
8 In f-aming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the

gospeI of ou「 Lord Jesus Ch「ist‥
9who sha= be punished with eve「lasting dest「uction from the p「esence of the Lo「d’and

from the glory of his power;
10when he sha!l come to be gIorified in his saints, and to be admired in a旧hem that

believe (because our testimony among you was believed) in that day・

2A。　THERESCUEOFJERUSALEM:

The finaI stage of the campa`gn OfArmageddon w帖nvoIve the captu「e of

JerusaIem. At the very time of Ch「ist’s 「etu「n to the Mt. of Olives, Gentile a「mies

wi= have once aga-n COnquered the holy city, 「ifIed its possessions and reinoved

haIf of its inhabitants,

74
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Zechariah 12:2

BehoId, l w紺make Jerusa-em a cup oftremb=ng unto a旧he people round about’When

they shal- be in the siege both against Judah and against Je「usalem.

Zecha「iah 14:1-4
1Behold, the day ofthe Lord cometh' and thy spo= sha= be divided in the midst ofthee・

2For i w紺gather a-I nations against Je「usalem to battle; and the city shal! be taken・ and

the houses 「ifled, and the women ravished; and haIf ofthe city shalI go fo輔into

captivity, and the 「esidue ofthe people shail not be cut offfrom the city.
3Then sha旧he Lord go forth, and fight against those nations’aS When he fought in the

day of battle・
4And his feet shalI stand in that day upon the mount of OIives, Which is befo「e

JerusaIem on the east, and the mount of Olives sha= cIeave in the midst thereof toward

the east and toward the west, and there sha= be a ve「y g「eat va=ey; and haIf ofthe

mountain sha= remove toward the north, and haIf of it toward the south.

3A. THE REMOVAL OF ANTICHRIS丁AND THE FALSE PROPHET:

害登呂百百百

ReveIation 19 reveals the sequence of events at the Second Advent・ As Ch「ist

descends with the saints and ange案s, earthly armies w紺wage wa「 against the

heavenly host (Rev. 19‥19〉 but a sword ofjudgment proceeding from the mouth

of the Messianic Monarch w紺destroy every singIe soldier (Rev. 19:15-21),

except Antichrist and the faIse prophet・ They w冊be cast alive into the Lake of

Fire as the first inhabitants of the ete「na! piace oftorment.

Danie! 11:45

And he sha= pIant the tabe「nacles of his palace between the seas in the glorious hoIy

mountain; yet he sha= come to his e=d, and none sha冊elp him.

Revelation 19:19-21
19And l saw the beast, and the kings ofthe earth, and thei「 a「mies, gathe「ed together to

make wa「 against him that sat on the ho「Se, and against his a「my.
20And the beast was taken, and with him the fa!se p「ophet that wrought miracles befo「e

him, With which he deceived them that had received the mark ofthe beast・ and them that

worshipped his image・ These both were cast alive into a lake offi「e bu「ning with

brimstone.
21 And the remnant were SIain with the sword of him that sat upon the ho「se, Which

sword proceeded out of his mouth‥ and aII the fowIs were刷ed with theirflesh.

4A.　THE RESTRAiN書NG OF SATAN:

●ノ

Satan, Who empowered the Antichrist and Fa看se Prophet (Rev. 13:4, 12-15) and

whose dem?nS OrChestrated Armageddon (Rev. 16‥12-14), W冊be restrained for

l,000 yea「s In a deep pit. Appa「ently the demonic host w帥suffer the same fate

(Zech. 13:2)・

ReveIation 20:1-3
1And l saw an angeI come down from heaven) having the key ofthe bottomIess pit and a

great chain in his hand.
2And he laid hoid on the dragon, that old se「pent, Which is the Devil' and Satan, and

bound him a thousand years,
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3And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seaI upon him, that he

shouid deceive the nations no more,刑the thousand years should be fu剛ed: and after

that he must be Ioosed a littIe season.

5A。　THE RESURRECT!ON OF TRIBULATION MARTYRS AND O。T〃 SA漢NTS:

With the 「emovaI of Satan and his angelic accompIices, the earth is being

p「epared forthe m川ennial ruie of Christ"丁wo distinct groups w帥be gIVen their

pe「manent resurrection bodies・ Those faithfu! saints who we「e beheaded for their

testimony in the t「ibuIation wi= be resurrected・ Likewise, the O.T・ Saints・ Who

have en」Oyed the presence of God for centu「ies, W帥also receive thei「 glorified

bodies. DanieI pinpoints the time as being after a period of unp「ecedented

troubIe言.e. the tribu!ation.

Tribulation Martyrs: ReveIation 20:4
4And I sawthrones, and they sat upon them, andjudgmentwas gIVen untO them: and I

saw the souIs of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of

God, and which had not worshipped the beast’neither his image’neither had 「eceived

his mark upon theirfo「eheads, Or in their hands; and they Iived and 「eigned with Christ a

thousand yea「S.

O。T。 Saints: Danie1 12:1,2
1And at that time sha= Michael stand up, the g「eat p「ince which standeth fo「the children

ofthy people‥ and the「e sha= be a time oft「oubIe, SuCh as neverwas since there was a

nation even to that same time: and at that time thy peopie sha= be delivered, eVe「y One

that sha= be found written in the book.
2And many ofthem that sIeep in the dust ofthe earth sha= awake, SOme tO eVe「lasting

Iife, and some to shame and everIasting contempt.

6A.　THE REGATHER!NG OFTHE SAVEDAND UNSAVED:

As Christ retums to JerusaIem He will dispatch His angels to gathe「 the living

saints from around the wo「ld who escaped the Antich「ist. They are possibly given

a private audience with their Savior. Soon thereafter, all the unbe=eving Gentiles

are aIso gathe「ed to JerusaIem, Where the Just Judge, Seated at last on the

th「one of David, W帥separate the beiieve「s (Sheep) f「om the unbeIievers (goats).

The EIect: Matthew 24:31

And he sha= send his angeIs with a great sound of a trumpet, and they sha= gather

together his eiect f「om the fourwinds, from one end of heaven to the other.

AII Gentiles: Matthew 25:31-32‾
31when the Son of man sha= come in his gIo「y, and a旧he holy angels with him, then

Sha= he sit upon the th「One Of his glo「y:
32And befo「e him sha= be gathe「ed a= nations‥ a=d he sha= separate them one from

another, aS a Shepherd divideth his sheepfrom the goats:

●、〕

●
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7A.　THE RECKONING OFJEWSAND GENTILESこ

The Judgments fo=owing the Second Advent w旧nclude every living pe「son on

ea直h.

●三

●,

1b.　ThejudgmentoftheJews:

For the p「evious h「ee and a haIfyears, they Jews have found safety in an

area east ofthe Dead Sea, enCOmPaSSlng Ammon, Moab and Edom

(Dan. 11:41; Cf, Rev. 12二14-16; Mt・ 24:16)・ The Judgew川purge outthe

rebels o「 unbe=eve「s (Ez. 30:38). This awesome scene w帥mos=ikely

OCCur in Wadi Araba, aPPrOXimately lO miies wide and extending 120
mi!es f「om the Dead Sea south to the Red Sea.

!saiah 34:6

The sword ofthe Lord is剛ed with blood, it is made fat with fatness, and with the

bIood of lambs and goats, With the fat ofthe kidneys of 「ams: for the Lord hath a

SaCrifice in Bozrah, and a g「eat slaughte「 in the Iand of ldumea.

Ezekie1 20:34-38
34And I wiII bring you out from the people, and will gathe「 you out ofthe countries

Wherein ye a「e scatte「ed, With a mighty hand, and with a stretched out arm, and
‾ ‾with fury pou「ed out.

35And l w帥b「ing you into the wildemess ofthe peopIe, and there wi= I pIead with

you face to face.
36Like as I p!eaded with yourfathe「s in the wiIdemess ofthe iand of Egypt, SO W帥

!盤,濫蕊豊島豊島th。.。d, 。nd , wiI, b「ing ,。u int。 th。 。。nd 。f

the covenant:
38And I w紺pu「ge out from among you the rebels, and them that transgress

against me‥ i w紺b「ing them forth out ofthe country where they so」Oum, and they

Sha= not enter into the land of Israel二and ye sha= knowthat I am the Lo「d.

lsaiah 63:1

Who is this that cometh f「om Edom, With dyed garments f「om Bozrah? this that is

gIo「ious in his appareI, t「aVe帖ng in the greatness of his st「ength? l that speak in

righteousness, mighty to save.

’Zechariah 13:8

And it sha= come to pass, that in aII the land, Saith the Lord, tWO PartS therein

ShaIl be cut off and die; but the third sha= be left therein.

2b.　TheJudgmentoftheGentiIes:

The Gentiles will be judged in the Valley of Jehoshaphat, near JerusaIem・

The identity ofthis valIey is unknown. 1t may be the Kid「on Va=ey,

ancientIy ca=ed the VaIley of Jehoshaphat, SeParating Jerusalem and the

Mt. of Olives, Or it may be some new va=ey occasioned by the earthquake

in conjunction with the retum of Christ (Zech. 14:4)"
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Joe1 3:1-2, 12
1For, behold言n those days, and in that time, When l shall b「ing again the captivity

Of Judah and JerusaIem,
2I wilI aIso gather a= nations, and w冊bring them down into the va=ey of

Jehoshaphat, and w帥plead with them the「e for my peopIe and for my he「itage

lsraeI, Whom they have scattered among the natio=S, and parted my Iand.
12 Let the heathen be wakened, and come up to the va=ey of Jehoshaphat: fo「

there w旧Sit tojudge a旧he heathen 「Ound about.

Matthew 25:31-33
31when the Son ofman sha= come in his gIo「y, and a旧he hoIy angels with him,

then sha= he sit upon the throne of his glory:
32And befo「e him sha= be gathe「ed a= nations: and he sha= sepa「ate them one

f「om anothe「, aS a Shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats:
33And he shall setthe sheep on his 「ight hand, butthe goats on the left.

8A.　THEREJOICiNG tNTHEKINGDOM:

it is likeIy that the function of the kingdom.begins some 75 days after the retum of

Christ (1 ,335 days from the mid-POint ofthe tribuIation, Danie1 12:12)・ The world

w冊部vce in the righteous rule of Christ (Isa・ 51:3-4)・ The c11rSe Will be Iifted

from nature (Rom. 8:22). The saints w帖nherit the kingdom, lnVOIving

unimaginabIe physical and spiritual blesslngS・

Matthew 25:34

Then sha看I the King say unto them on his right hand・ Come・ ye bIessed of my Fathe「,

inhe「it the kingdom prepared for you f「Om the foundation of the wo「ld‥

DanieI 7:27

And the kingdom and dominion) and the g「eatness ofthe kingdom under the whoIe

heaven, Sha= be given to the peopIe ofthe saints ofthe most High, Whose kingdom is an

eve「Iasting kingdom, and a= dominions sha= serve and obey him.

Luke 12:32

Fea「 not,剛e flock; for it is your Father-s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.

Luke 22:29-30
29And l appoint unto you a kingdom, aS my Fathe「 hath appointed unto me;

3OThat ye may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, and sit on thronesjudging the

twelve tribes of IsraeI.

Isaiah 51:3-4

. 3Forthe Lord sha= comfort Zion‥ he wi‖ comfort a= herwaste places; and he will make

he「 wildemess like Eden, and her dese剛ke the garden ofthe Lord; joy and giadness

sha= be found the「ein言hanksgiving, and the voice of melody.
4Hearken unto me, my PeOPle; and give ear unto me, O my nation‥ for a law shaI上

proceed from me, and l w冊make my judgment to 「est fo「 a light of the peopIe.
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Zechariah 14:14

1 Beho-d' the dayofthe

LORD cometh, and thy spoiI sha=

be divided in. the midst ofthee.

2 For l wi-1 gatheraI!

nations against Jerusalem.to

ba問e; and the cfty shaII be taken,

and the houses珊ed, and the

WOmen raVished; and half ofthe

City shalI go fo而h into captivity,

and the residue ofthe peopIe

Sha冊ot be cut off from the city'

3 Then sha冊e LORD go

fo軸, and fight against those

nations’aS When he fought in the

day of battIe,

4 And his feet shaII stand in

that day upon the mo.unt of

O=ves, Which is before Je「usalem

On the east, and the mourlt Of

OIives shall cleave in the midst

thereof toWa「d the east and

toward the west, and there sha〃

be a very great va=ey; and haIf of

the mountain shail remove

toward the no冊, and ha看fof it

toward the south. (KJV)
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REVELA丁ION 19

19 And I saw血e beast, and血e

址gs of血e ear血,狐d正江a手
mies, ga血ered toge血er to make

蒜‡祭器悪霊葦庇
20 And血e beast was taken, and

wi血him血e false prophe〔 tha〔

諾藍蒜禁書篭m豊
had received　血e mark Qf山e

beas〔;and them tha〔 WOrShipped

his inage. These bo〔h were qst

ahve into a lake of fire burmng

wi血brimstone.

21 And血e re皿mn〔 Were Slaln

wi心血e §WOrd of him血at sat

upon血e horse,‘ Which部0γd pro-

ceeded out of his mou血: and all

the‾fowIs were餌ed wi心血eir

岨esh.

REV巨LA丁ION

A嘗

CHAPTER 20

I saw狐angel come down

∫| from heaven, h?Ving血e key

of血e bottomless plt and a great

chain in his hand.

2And he laid hold on血e dragon,

血at old serpent, Which is血e

Dev遭’狐d Satari) and bound h血

a血ousand year§,

3 And cast him into血e bottom-

less pit’and shut him up, and set

a seal upon him’血at he sho山d

deceive血e nadons no more,曲

譜盈謡豊豊島
重○○sed a H血e season.
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DANIEL 12

隠圏
血at血Ie Sh血l Michaさl

up,血e既軸〔 p血ce

W址ch弛皿de血めで血e c皿d重en of

監諸説露悪s訣霊
§血臓もe重e.wa㌻a皿don錬柁わ章O

血亀しS握りe也皿e:狐d a章血粧d皿e

吋poople s皿h d班Ⅴ復串
eY叩O耽血at s心狐be允皿d
Wn耽孤止血eあok.

2血d皿狐y Of血徴n血a亡§1韓p

止血e du§t Of血e鑓r血s出田a_

W車, §○Ⅱ記章O eVe血s血g雌,狐d

§0耽. 〔0 §血皿e α近everl純血g

COnte皿p〔.

REVELATION 20

4血d工saw血重o耽s,狐d血ey

Sat uPOP them, and judgment

WaS親V印皿tO血em:狐d IJ細

心e souls of血em血at were be_

headed for血e witness of Jesus,

狐d foi血e word of Ged,狐d

Which had not worshippcd the

揺諾謹露盤語
細心ead§, Or止血eir h狐ds;狐d

血ey瓦ved and reigned w弛Christ

a血ous狐d yc祉S.
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ST. LuKE 22

29 And I appomt unto you a kingdom, as

my Fa血er ha血appointed unto me;

30 That ye may cat and drink at my table
in my kingdom, and sit on thrones judging血e

twelvc tribes of Isracl.
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丁wo ma」Or PaSSageS reVeal details about the marveIous changes

on earth at the return ofChrist. Both Zecha「iah 14 and Ezekie1 47

make reference to a new river in ls「ael with supematu「al prope面es

丁he passages affo「d us a gIimpse ofthe changes worid輸Wide as the

curse is冊ed from nature and the whoie world w紺become like Eden. The deiightful

Predictions by Zechariah and Ezekiei serve as a microcosm, aS the whole world is freed

from the curse of sin and w紺en」Oy 「e」uVenation and fruition.

Isa, 35:6 Then sha旧he lame man leap as an hart, and thetongue ofthe dumb sing: for in thewilde「ness

sha= waters break out, and streams in the desert.

1saiah 51:3-18 3 Forthe Lo「d sha= comfo「t Zion: he wi= comfort a= herwaste places; and he w紺make he「

wildemess like Eden, and he「 deserf like the ga「den ofthe Lord; joy and gladness sha= be found the「ein,

thanksgiving, and the voice of meIody.
4Hearken unto me, my PeOPle; and giveea「 …tO me, O my nation‥ fo「a lawsha看l p「oceed from me, and i

W紺make myjudgment to 「est fo「a light ofthe people・

86
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1A。　The Returnofthe Lord:Zech. 14

At the Second Advent, Christ and the heavenIy host (Rev. 19:1 1-14) w帥descend

to the Mt. of OIives to rescue Je「usalem from the GentiIe armies who have

COnquered the city (Cf. Zech・ 12:2-3).

1b.　TheconquestofJerusalem: Zech. 14:1-2

1BehoId, the day ofthe Lo「d cometh, and thy spoi- sha= be divided in the midst ofthee.

2 Fo「両l- gather a= nations against Je「usaIem to battle; and the city sha= be taken, and

the houses rifIed, and the women ravished; and haif of the city sha= go forth into captivity,

and the residue ofthe peopIe sha= not be cut offf「om the city.

2b.　Thecoming OftheLo「d:Zech, 14:3-4a

3Then sha旧he Lord go fo軸, and fight against those nations, aS When he fought in the

辞書蕊sha一一Stan。 in that day u。。n ,he m。unt 。f 。,iv。S直。h is b。f。印。「uSa,。m

Ontheeast,

3b.　The cleavage ofO=vet: Zech. 14:4b-7

and the mount of Olives sha= cleave in the midst the「eof towa「d the east and toward the

WeSt, and there sha= be a very great va=ey; and half ofthe mountain sha= 「emove towa「d

the north, and halfof it toward the south.
5And ye sha冊ee to the va=ey ofthe mountains; fo「 the va=ey ofthe mo…tains sha=

reach unto AzaI: yea, ye ShaI用ee, like as ye fled from before the earthquake in the days

Of Uzziah king ofJudah: and the Lo「d my God sha= come, and a= the saints with thee.
6And it sha= come to pass in that day, that the light sha= not be clear, nO「 da「k‥

7But it sha= be one day which sha= be known to the Lord, nOt day, nO…jght: but jt sha一一

COme tO PaSS, thatat evening time it sha= be light.
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1c.　Ava=ey:4b

2c.　Anearfhquake:5

3c.　Tw帥ght:6-7

4b.　Thechangesin lsraeI‥Zech. 14: 8-10

Dramatic changes fo=ow the descent of the Messianic Monarch. Central

Is「ael, tOday a mountainous reg`On, W紺be eIevated and tu「ned into a

PIain. The holy city as seat ofthe govemment ofthe king (ls. 2:3; Mic・ 4:1-

2) w帥be rebui!t and enlarged・ lt is al「eady possibIe forthe disceming

Bibie studen=o d「aw a topographica! map of Israe! based on the

information of Zechariah 14:8-10.

10A旧he land sha= be turned as a plain from Geba to Rimmon south of Jerusalem‥ and it

sha= be冊ed up, and inhabited in her place, f「om Benjamin’s gate unto the place ofthe

fi「st gate, untO the comer gate, and from the tower of Hananeel unto the king’s

●

2A.. The RiverofLife: Zech. 14, Ez,47

1b.　The source:

While Zecha「iah Iooks at the orIgin Of a supe「natura両ver in Jerusalem

and its division into two branches, One flowing into the Dead Sea the othe「

into the Medite「ranean, EzekieI reveaIs with amazIng PreCision the point of

Or!gln, On the south-eaSt COmer Ofthe aItar in the new temple・ Could it be

that nea「by is the Iocation ofthe 「oyal th「one, Since the river of Iife in the

heavenIy JerusaIem emerges from under the throne ofthe Lamb?
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Rev. 22:1 And he shewed me a pure 「iver ofwate「 of冊e, Clea「 as c「ysta上PrOCeeding

outofthe throne ofGod and ofthe Lamb.

Zech 14:8 And itsha= be in that day, that living waters shaiI go outfrom Jerusale町half

ofthem toward the forme「 sea, and half of them towa「d the hinder sea言n summer and in

winter sha旧t be.

Ezek. 47:1 Afterward he b「ought me agaln untO the doo「 Ofthe house; and, behold,

wate「s issued out f「om unde「 the threshold of the house eastwa「d: fo「 the fo「efront of the

house stood towa「d the east, and the waters came down f「om unde「 from the 「ight side of

the house, at the south side ofthe alta「

1c.　JerusaIem: Zech 14:8

2c.　Temple:Ez.47:1a

3c.　Altar: Ez. 47:1b

2b.　Thesupematuralness:

The angeIic guide takes Ezekie=nto the Kidron Va=ey and shows him how

there emerged a trickle of wate「 (`【ran out waters,用te「a=y, “t「ickled ou[,’’

Ez. 47:2d) which miraculously, Without any tributaries, becomes ankle-

deep, then knee-deep, Waist-deep, and afte「 6,000 feet, becomes a rag`ng

「ive「. The 「ive「 cascades from the easte「n sIope ofthe Mt. of OIives to the

wiide「ness of Judea into the Dead Sea,

1c.　The rapid increase: Ezek・ 47:2-5

2c.　The hea看ing quaIities: Ezek・ 47:6-12

7Now when I had 「eturned, behold, at the bank ofthe rive「we「e ve「y many trees

On the one side and on the other.
8Then said he unto me, These waters issue out toward the east country, and go

down into the desert, and go into the sea: Which being b「Ought forth而O the sea,

the waters sha= be heaIed.
9And it sha= come to pass, that every thing tha川veth, Which moveth,

Whithe「soeve「 the rive「s sha= come, Sha冊ve: and there sha= be a ve「y g「eat

muItitude of fish章because these wate「S Sha= come thither: for they sha= be

heaIed; and every thing sha冊Ve Whither the rive「 cometh.
10And it sha= come to pass, that the fishe「s sha= stand upon it f「om Engedi even

unto Eneglaim; they sha= be a place to spread forth nets; thei「fish sha= be

according to their kinds, aS the fish of the g「eat sea, eXCeeding many.
11 But the m-ry Places the「eof and the marishes thereof shalI not be healed; they

Sha= be given to saIt.
12And by the 「ive「 upon the bank the「eof, On this side and on that side, ShaIl g「ow

a旧rees for meat, Whose ieaf sha= not fade, neithe「 sha= the fruit thereof be

COnSumed: it sha= b「ing forth new fruit acco「ding to his months, because their

Wate「S they issued out ofthe sanctua「y: and the f「uit the「eof sha= be for meat,

and the Ieaf the「eof fo「 medicine.

丁his remarkabIe 「ive「 has supematural hea=ng quaiities and hea!s

the barren w=derness of Judea (V, 7) producing multitudes of t「ees・

lt sweetens the waters ofthe dreadful Dead Sea, Perm軸ng

abundant marine life (V. 10). 1t wate「s “very many trees on the one

Side and on the othe「’’(V. 7). Each tree bears a different fruit each

month and the leaves are remarkabie for their healing quaIities.



●

●

1d.　The desert: 47二7

2d.　The Dead Sea: 47:8-11

3d.　The diseases: 47:12

3c.　Thespi「itua=zation二

1d.　DeniaIs of its literalness:

EZ己KIEL 47

12 And by章he river upon山c

ba撮庇reof〕 on血is side and on

血at §lde, Sha11 grow a11章IeeSね「

調ea章, Whose leaf shall not亀de,

neither shall 〔he fruiI thereof be

嵩岩霊。嵩豊。藍。蕊
because血cir wa〔e丁S血ey issued

Ou〔 O白he sanc調ar)′: and庇轟uil

庇reof shall be fbr meat, and 〔he

leま行he丁eof fbr medicme,

Sadly言t is very d輔cult to find commentators on Zechariah

14 and EzekieI 47 to take the p「ophecy conce「nlng the new

「iver literal!y.

1e. “The stream ofchurch history”:

The rive「 is a picture of the prog「ess of Ch「istianity,

beginning with Christ, the th「ee disciples, then the

tweive, 70, 500, and so on.

2e.　A picture of spiritua=ife: (ankle-deep Christians)

Very commonIy [he river is rega「ded as a pictu「e of

the spi「itua川fe of beIievers. Some saints are onIy
“ankie-deep’’Christians, Whereas others are tota=y

imme「sed in the things ofthe Lord.

3e.　Apictureof「edemption:

丁he dese「白s a symbolic picture ofsin, the Dead Sea

an emblem of sp両tual death.

4e.　AsymboIofbaptism二

The ea「ly church fathers wanted to p「ove the ritual of

baptism was par[ of Old Testament reveIation. Any

refe「ence to wate「 in the OT activated their a=ego「icaI

PraCtice.

5e.　``Vitality f!owing forth from hoIy ground”:

Derek Kidner言n his Commentary of Genesis (note on

Genesis 2:10) refe「s to the rive「 as ``vitality flowing

forth from holy ground.” The term is total!y

meaningless and simpiy indicates that the otherwise

fine commentator does not beIieve in the futu「e

appearance of such a冊era! river・

2d.　The defense of its literaIness:

lt seems that there is abundant proof demonstrating that this

PrOPhecy of Ezekie書shouId be taken Iitera=y.
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1e,　The angeIicexhortation:

EzekieI 47:6 And he said unto me, Son ofman, hastthou seen

this? Then he b「Ought me, and caused me to 「etum to the b「ink

Of the rive「.

2e.　Thepa「allel passages:

Zech. 14:8 And it shalI be in thatday, that廟ng wate「s sha= go

Out from JerusaIem; half of them toward the fo「mer sea, and half

Ofthem toward the hindersea言n summe「and in winte「 sha旧t

be.

Ps. 46:4 There is a 「iver, the streams whe「eofsha= make glad

the city of God, the holy place ofthe tabe「nacles ofthe most

High.

Joe1 3:18 And itshall cometo pass in thatday, thatthe

mountains sha= drop down new wine, and the h紺s sha旧Iow with

milk, and a= the rive「s ofJudah sha旧Iowwith wate「S, and a

fountain sha= come forth out of the house of the Lo「d, and sha=

Water the va=ey of Shittim.

3e.　The connected events:

一〇Je「usalem is ravaged

--The Lord returns

一-The mountains are removed

一-The 「iver is revealed

--The Lord reigns

lfthe rive「 is a=egorized, Which ofthese events must

aIso be spiritualized?

4eニ　丁hereveaied size:

丁here are amazing detaiIs given conceming the

rive「’s 「apid increase in size, deta=s which wouId be

meaning!ess if it were a symboIic river.

5e.　The geog「aphic Iocalities:

The numerous geog「aphicaI references become

meaningless if this is a non-1iteraI river.

1f.　Jerusalem

2f.　Arabah, 47:8 (Wildemess)

3f.　Dead Sea

4f.　En Gedi

5f.　En-EgIaim

6f.　Medite「ranean (“great sea’’v. 10)
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6e.　Thenatureofprophecy:

One-fourth ofthe BibIe at the time itwas w「itten was

P「OPhecy. About one-half of a= p「ophecies have been

fu剛ed, and tha川tera=y‥Consistency ln

interp「etation necessitates that unfu剛ed p「ophecies

W帥also be fu剛ed Iitera=y.

3A。　The Regeneration ofthe Land:

Adamic sin 「uined the original earth, Ch「ist’s salvation w紺reverse the curse on

nature in the mi=enniaI kingdom, Those who deny a future reign Of Christ must

IgnO「e Or eXPIain away nume「OuS references to a future rule of Christ言ncIuding a

「edemption of nature:

Rom. 8:21-22 21 Because the creature itself also sha= be deiivered from the bondage of

co「ruption into the gIo「ious Iiberty of the ch冊en of God. 22 Fo「 we know that the whole creation

g「oaneth and travaileth in pain togethe「 unt冊ow.

1b.　The 「eclamation ofthe Dead Sea: Ezek. 47:7-12

1 c.　A f「esh-Water Iake:

Ezek. 47:8 Then said he unto me, These waters issue outtoward the east

COuntry, and go down into the desert, and go into the sea: Which being brought

forth into the sea- the wate「S Sha= be heaied.

2c.　Afishe「man’sdelight:

Ezek. 47:9-10 9And it sha= come to pass, that every thing tha川veth, Which

moveth, Whithersoever the rive「s shall c○me, Sha冊ve: and the「e shaIl be a ve「y

great multitude of fish, because these waters sha= come thithe「‥ fo「 they sha= be

heaIed; and every thing sha冊ve whithe「 the rive「 cometh.
10And it sha= come to pass, that the fishers sha= stand upon it f「om Engedi even

unto Enegiaim; they shaIl be a place to spread forth nets; thei「 fish sha= be

acco「ding to their kinds, aS the fish of the g「eat sea, eXCeeding many.

2b.　The remaInIng OfthesaItflats: Ezek. 47:11

But the miry piaces thereof and the marishes thereof sha冊ot be heaIed; they sha= be

glVentOSaIt・

Commentators have puzzIed over the 「efe「ence to the salt flats at the

southe「n end ofthe Dead Sea which will not be healed in the kingdom. A

number of explanations are possibie why the salt flats shouId remain.

1c.　Saltforhomesupply:

The preparation offood w帥necessitate the use of saIt.

2c.　SaltforthetempIeservice:

Certain memorial sacrifices in the m冊ennial temple (Ez. 4-46) ca=

for the use of saIt (Ez. 43:24), aS did the O・T. LeviticaI system (Lev.
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2:13). The remaining marshes make it easy for the Levites to

secure salt f「om just a short distance away from JerusaIem.

3c.　Anobjectlesson:

丁he remainder ofa sma= portion ofthe Dead Sea wouId indicate

how a dreadful condition has been remedied by the healing stream

emanating from the presence ofthe Lo「d of =fe・

3b.　The 「ecove「yofthedeserfareas:

As mentioned ea両e「, the mi「aculous changes in the Holy Land are onIy a

microcosm ofthe changes worId-Wide, aS the curse is冊ed from nature・

Notjust the Judean deserf, but the Sahara, the Gobi Desert, the Mojave

Deserf, W紺a= be healed. The world w紺become as the forme「 p「istine

paradise which Adamic sin 「uined and in the m紺ennium the SaviorwiI!

「edeem.

1c,　The land of lsraeI二

Joe1 3:18 And it sha= come to pass in that day, thatthe mountains sha= drop

down newwine, and the刷s sha冊ow with milk, and a旧he rive「s ofJudah sha=

fIow with wate「s, and a fou=tain sha= come forth out ofthe house ofthe Lo「d’

and sha= water the va=ey of Shittim.

2c,　The entire earth:

Isa. 32二15 Unt旧he spi「it be pou「ed upon us f「om on high- and thewildemess be

a fruitfui field, and the f「uitful fie看d be counted fo「 a forest.

1sa. 43:19-20 19Behold, l w紺do a new thing; nOW itsha= sp「ing forfh; Sha= ye not

know it? l w紺even make away In the w冊e「ness, and rive「s in the dese「t.
20The beast ofthe field sha冊OnOur me, the d「ago=S and the owIs: because I

glVe WaterS in the wi-demess' and 「ive「s in the dese「t' tO give d「ink to my people・

mychosen.

isa. 35:6 Then sha= the lame man leap as an hart, and thetongue ofthe dumb

sing: fo「 in the wiide「ness sha= wate「S break out, and st「eams in the dese巾

3c.　The reaim of natu「e:

Hos. 2:18 And in that day w旧make a covenantforthem with the beasts ofthe

field and with the fowIs of heaven, and with the c「eeping things of the g「ound:

and l w川break the bow and the sword and the battIe outofthe earth, and w冊

make them to lie down safely.
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4A.　The Ramifications ofthe Passages:

1b.　When Christ retums He brings both spirituaI biessIngS and physicaI

beauty:

The song “Joy to the Wo「Id” by lsaac Watts (Which he entitled “The

GIo「ies of the Kingdom’’) accents these marvelous changes・

Isa. 44:3 Fo「 I w紺pou「wate「upon him that isthirsty, and floods upon the d「y ground: l

w紺pou「 my spi「it upon thy seed’and my blessing upon thine offsp「ing‥

lsa. 42:10, 11 Sjng unto the Lord a newsong, and his p「aisef「om the end ofthe earth‥

.iet the inhabitants of the rock sing, let them shout from the top of the mountains.

2b.　From Ch「ist aIoneflowforfh bIessings fo「thewhoIe world: (He is the Way,

the Truth and the Life)

lsa. 25:9And itsha= be said in thatday, Lo, this is ourGod; We havewaited fo「him, and

hewi= save us: this isthe Lord; We havewaited fo「 him, We W紺be gIad and 「ejoice in his

Salvation.

Isa. 66:12 For thus saith the LoRD, Behold, I w川extend peace to he「 Iike a 「iver, and the

g-o「y ofthe Gent=es Iike a fIowing stream‥ then sha= ye suck】 ye Sha= be bome upon her

sides, and be dandled upon he「 knees・ Cf・ lsa.48‥18

3b.　Thewhoiewo「ld w紺become =ke paradise one day:

Isa. 41:18 l w冊OPen rivers in high pIaces' and fountains in the midstofthe va=eys‥ I w川

make the wildemess a pooI ofwate「, and the d「y Iand sp「ings ofwate「・ ‥ (V. 19) that

they may see, and know, and conside「, and unde「Stand together that the hand ofthe

Lo「d hath done this.

4b.　WhatAdam lost, Ch「ist 「egained・ The cu「se ofthefirstAdam is冊ed by

the last Adam.

Isa. 12:2-3 2Behold, God is my salvation; l w旧「ust, and not be afraid‥ forthe Lo「d

Jehovah is my strength and my song; he also is become my saIvation.
3Therefo「e with joy shaII ye draw water out ofthe we=s of salvation.

1sa. 25:8 He w川swa=ow up death in victory; and the Lo「d God w川wipe away tea「S from

offa= faces; and the 「ebuke of his peopIe sha= he take away f「om offa= the ea輔‥ for

the Lord hath spoken it.

CONCLUS寒ON:

We have　　-a Great Revelation

_-a Great God

_一a Great Future
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THE DELIVERANCE OF GOD’s pEOPLE　259

血e Lord shall go forth and fight agamSt those nations a§

When He fought in the day of battle. 4 His fee亡Shall stand

On血at day on血e Mount of Olives, Which is before

Jemsalem on the east. And the Mount of Olives shall
SPlit through血e m王ddIe toward the east and toward血e

WeS」a Very great Valley; and half of the mountain shall

move toward the north and half of it toward血e south.

5And you shall魚ee by My mountaln valley; for the

mountain valley shaII reach as far as Azel; yea’yOu Shall

flee just as you且ed from before血e ear止quake in血e

days of Uzziah, king of Judah; and血e Lord My God shall

COme, and all the holy ones with Hi皿・

To disregard the style of Hebrew rhetoric leads to such

d紐cu]tie§ as those of Fa防∫et Who sees the city infested by one

foe (Ⅴ・ l) and this foe besieged by another outside the city,
’’Antichrist outside would be made to besiege Antichrist

Within the city.’’In fact, tO limit the things portrayed in this

Chapter to any one particular time is contrary to the very

PurPOSe Of the whole. We have a passage that applies to生the

en亡ire Messianic time from begiming to end’’ (Heng庇en-

be7g). Our verses do not, therefore, aPPly to any one situation.

They do not describe a slege, CaPture, and captlVlty Which

actually occurred. By means of a丘gure they describe a situa-

tion which obtains continunlly through New Testament

ti皿eS: God’s people shall continually be antagonized and

Su任er bitter adverslty at the hands of their foes and shall in

COnSequenCe be brought low; but there shall always be an

imperishable remnant, and that not so extremely small.

The peculiarity of Hebrew naLrrative style is in evidence

here. In v. 1 the outcome is at once stated in headline fashion;

then follow the detaiis in v. 2. Strictly speaking, this is the

SequenCe Of evehts: a)胴:ticms gathered against Jerusalem, V. 2;

b) the city taken and plundered, etC., V. 2; C) the spoil divided

in its midst, V. l. The emphasis sought by the author is that
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●　W血潮軸脚細雨鶴

U軸叩膿

U軸U§U露l

U軸m輪血書看軌帥

God has o「dained three institutions for the bene冊Of man‥ the home・ the chu「ch’and civil

gove「nment. As the「e a「e bib固p「inciples explaining what makes a godly famiIy and a

growing chu「ch’there a「e p「incip-es explaining what makes a g「eat nation. If a nation foIIows

divine di「ectives, it can expect God to promote it’PrOteCt it, and preserve it. Ou「 nation has

been g「aciousIy b-essed by God mo「e than any other nation because cerfain things a「e血e in

ou「 country's background that a「e not true at aII o「 Only partially so of other nations・

we would like to consider four inspired passages and d「aw from them fou「 important p「incipIes

that explain why God has unique'y bIessed the United States. F「Om eaCh passage we潮

glean a maior p「emise’f「om ou「 nation’s heritage we will de「ive a mino「 Premise) 「eSulting in a

hopefulIy cogent conclusion.

Because the effects of these p「incipIes continue, God’s blessings on Ame「ica w輔also conthue・

God stands by His Word. Predictions ∞nCeming ou「 country,s demise are premature. Certain

things are巾e of Ame「ica which a「e not true of other nations. The fo"owing discussion wilI

bear oIIt SOme Of the unique features Of the United States・
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1A. THE GENU-NE PIETYOFOUR FOUNDING FATHERS‥

Ekodus 20二5,6二Thou sha冊Ot bcw down thyself to伽em・ nO「 Serve them: for I theしORD thy God am a

jeaIous God, Vis軸g the iniqufty of the fathers upon the c軸en unto請e t軸and fou冊generation of

them that hate me; 6 and shewing mercy untO thousands of them that love me, and keep my

1b・ #霊謙語霊。。s,a。, w。.。 。。nP。d at th。 fo。t 。f M。unt S由they were aboutto

be fused into a nation. lnco岬O「ated in the Ten Commandments・ Which are di「ected

exclusively to -s「ae一, is a timeIess princip-e which app[ies to any nation. If a nation is

begun by an ungod-y, idolat「ous nucleus’God刷mete out punishment to the t帥and

fourth generation (E* 20‥5). However・ if a nation is in触ed by a g「OUP Of god!y

founding fathers, God w胴ess that nation to a thousand generations. (See Deut. 7:9,

where the wo「d generations is used") The p「emise of Exodus 20‥6 then is: God wiIl

bless even the 「emote descendents of a godly peopIe.

2b・ #豊票詩man,, 。u, nati。n m。.。 than anyothe「 nation, WaS eSta輔shed

by a group Of godIy men for God,s glory. Though rgected by 「evisionist histo「ians,

this truth can be demonstrated f「om earIy Ame「ican documents. The Mayflower

compact, f「amed in 1620 by the first pe「manent English settle「S in the No冊American

wiIdemess, gives three reasonS for their settIement:.`having unde鳴ken for the glory of

God, the advancement Of the Ch融an faith and the honor of King and country…・" They

Ioved God and loved the GospeI.

Even in Jamestown, founded in 1607 as a st「ictly e∞nOmic ventll「e, a Strong Christian

nucleus Ie嗣S imp「int on the ∞lony. Their Charfer of VIrginia of 1606 exp「essed thei「

desi「es. They came for the purpose Of “p「opagating of Christian ReIigion to such

peopIe as ye輔Ve in da「kness and miserable Ignorance of the t「ue Knowledge and

Wo「ship of God…"

Not every coIonist in those formative yea「s was a Christian’but on those ea「Iy vessels

there came nOt just sai-o「s, SO-diers’ServantS- and scound「els・ but saints・ These

individuals he~ped Iay the foundation of each coIony. Thei「 Ch「istian piety i血enced the

coIonial politics. They had one over「iding passion’tO Share the Gospel both with their

neighbo「ing sett-e「s as we-l as the nobIe savages. It is they who qua噂y for the promise

of Exodus 20二6.

3b.　Conclusion:

our country today is blessed not because of what we

a「e now, but because Of what we were in those earIy

days when a band of believers f「amed the foundation

of a cluste「 of coIonies with one overriding pu「POSe:

for the worship of God and the witness of the

Christian Gospel・ God p「omised bIess-ngS to

thousands of generations. Since the MayfIowe「 la=ded

in 1620 we have exhausted onIy 15 of these generations"

And His bIessings will continue.

丁即と600しY帥人肌C了部O「 O聞‡ 「0間Ol腿で1丁畦購
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重.富HE PASSAGES:

EXODUS 20:5-ら DEUTERONOMY 7:9

Thou shaIt not bow down thyselfto

them, nOrServe them‥ forl the Lo「d thy

God am a jeaIous God, Visiting the

iniquity ofthe fathers upo= the ch胴re=

unto the thi「d and fourth generation of

them that hate me;

6And shewing mercy unto thousands of

them that Iove me, and keep my

COmmandments.

Know the「efo「e that the LoRD thy God,

he is God, the faithfuI God, Which

keepeth covena=t and mercy with

them that love him and keep his

commandments to a thousand

generations;

2.富HE PROM重SE;

Blessings to a thousand generations are promised to a nation that begins with a godly nucIeus.

3.富HE PROBLEM:

How Iong is a generation? lt cou-d be anywhere between 30years and lOOyea「S (Gen. 15:13′ 15)・しet us

assume a generation is 2与years.

4.富HE PROCRESS OF AMERICA:

2022　TODAY I62O-2O2O

坦ZQ LandingoftheMayflower　4OO費e顧

●

402 years ‥ 2与こ16 out of lOOOgenerations promised

Thus, We have onIy exhausted 16 generatio=S, ieaving 984 generations (Or 24, 600 yea「S) fo「 God’s

bIessing upon our nation. Shou-d our nation still exist 5′000 years from now′ Which it probabIy wo=’t′ We

would stili be bIessed, nOt because ofwhatwe are today as a natio= O「W紺be in 7020′ but because of

ou「 nation′s godIy beginning・ ln the history ofhuman nations′ the USA alone qualifiesforthe promise of

Exodus 20:6 and Deute「onomy 7:9. Ifthe promise is notto be unde「stood litera=y′ What′ P「ayte=′ does

it mean? Remember the above passages when someone opines about the demise ofthe USA・

Rejoice in God′s bIessings on Ame「ica! ReIate the t「uth of God′s promise to others! Remember to p「ay

dailYfor ou「 nation and its leaders (Prov・ 14:34, 1 Tim. 2:1-2)!

Manfred管. Kober,丁h.D.
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2A.　THE GRACIOuS PROMOTION OFTHEJEWS:

Gen. 12:3 And l will bIess them that bless thee, and curse him that cu「Seth thee: and in thee sha" all

fam描es of the earth be bIessed.

1 b.　The Majo「 Premise二

The p血CipIe of Genesis 12‥3 is cIear‥ God wi書l deaI with nations in accordance with

how they treat the nation of ls「ael・ Those who promote and protect Is略eI wilI

experience the bIessing of God. Those who persecute ls「ael w輔be cu「Sed by Him. As

God avowed in Je「emiah 30:20二“I wi書l punish a旧hat opp「ess them.” History IS 「ePIete

with調ustrations of nations that pe「SeCUted lsrael and the God of lsraeI in tum punished

請em. Whe「e are the mighty Assyrians and the m航aristic Babylonians? Thei「 empires

c田mbIed. Thei「 races vanished. Why did they disappea「? The「e is one m到or 「eason

fo「 the demise of these peoples. They touched God’s peop)e. 1s「aeI is God’s special

t「easu「e. Even when ls「ae=s in unbeIief, He calIs His peopIe “the appIe of his eye."

(Zechariah 2二8; Cf. Deut. 32:8)

2b_　　The Mino「 P「emise二

The United States holds a unique place among the wo巾d’s nations in relation to the

Jews. Unlike other nations, We have never once had a govemmentaI書y instigated

PerSeCution of the Jewish people・ The庫st 「efuge in histo「y with fu旧「eedom fo「

Pe「SeCUted Jews was caIled Rhode Island where Roger W輔ams encouraged aII

PerSeCuted individuals, eSPeCia時Jews, tO SettIe・ With his blessing the Touro

Synagogue, the frst synagogue in Ame「ica, WaS eStablished by the Jews of Newport,

Rhode lsland, in 1656. Our nation’s history demonstrates that we have neve「 been

gu航y of pe「secuting the Jews but have helped them mo「e than any other nation.

ln modem histo「y it was the politicaI pressu「e exerted by the United States that b「ought

about a homeland fo「 the Jews in 1948. It is the United States that gua「antees the

continuous existence of the State of lsraeI through economic and m帥tary aid at the 「ate

of $1.2 b輔on annualIy. When attacked by its int「actabIe A「ab enemies, Is「ael has just

one friend it can count on and that is the United States. Forme「 P「esident Jimmy Carter

echoed the sentiments of the United States Govemment towa「d lsrae=n his

COng「atUlatory comments upon ls「aers thirtieth annive「Sary aS a nation‥ “As the

P「esident of the United States I can say without hesitation that we w帥support ls「ael, nOt

fo「 just anothe「 thirty years, but forever."

3b.　Conclusion:

ln Genesis 12:3 God p「Omised continuous

bIess-ngS uPOn those who bIess IsraeI.

Ou「 nation has had many diffe「ences

with lsraeI but it has neve「 failed to

PromOte and protec口sraeしBecause

Of our gracious promotion of lsraeI’

God has g「eat!y b!essed us as a natjon.

OuR GRAC10US TR〔A「出動† OF T畦　CHOS軸　PEOPしと
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3A. THE GR巳AT PREPONDERANCE OF CHRISTIANS‥

Genesis 1 8:23-26 And Ab「aham d「ew near, and said・ WiIt thou also destroy the righteous with the

葦誓言競業謹欝藍器露盤謹話誌霊詩誌
譜講書嵩諾葦謹譜盤謹善書譜鵜器精霊蕊詫豊
then両I- spa「e aI冊e pIace for their sakes-

1b.　TheM句O「P「emise:

Befo「e God destroyed the cities of Sodom and Gomo隔h because of thei「 “very

grfevous" sin (18‥20), He disc!osed to Abraham His pu「POSe in the impending judgment.

Ab「aham,血e to his Jewish natu「e' Started to dicker with God and asks whethe「 a

righteous God would dest「oy the righteous with the wicked. God’s justice seems to

p「ecIude an indisc血inate judgment of the godIy with the ungodly. Theしo「d graciously

a怖ms in response tO Ab「aham,s annoying questioning請at・ indeed’He would not

destroy these two abominably wicked cities unt航he righteous have been delive「ed’・

whethe「 they numbe「 fifty, forty-five’forty' thirty’twenty’Or ten. The main point of the

passage is cIear‥ God is very 「eIuctant to dest「oy a wicked place with many

righteous peopIe in it- God w冊Omally not destroy the wicked without first delive血g

the godIy.

2b.　The Mino「 P「emise:

God atwaysjudges sin. He has not forgotten the sins ofAmerfea and w刷settle the

s∞re SOmeday, but the Just Judge wi" not alIow the 「ighteous to perish with the wicked・

The Lord was very 「eluctant to destroy the wo「ld without first delive血g Noah and his

family. He would not destroy the co皿Pt Cities without庫st 「escuing that one pious

pe「son, Lot (2 Peし2‥7,8). And God is not about to dest「Oy Ou「 wicked nation u嗣and

unIess the beIieve「s a「e remOVed into the p「esence of the Lo「d thro=gh the Rapture,

then the welI-deserved and longdelayed judgment wiI! come. Some say that if God

does not judge America, He owes Sodom and Gomo「「ah an apoIogy" This statement

igno「es the debauchery of these cities where eve「y male individual was a homosexuaI

(Gen. 19:4). Certain!y the United States vvith a冊s probIems has not sunk to thei「 leveI

of degeneracy- lndeed’We in the United States have the World,s preponderance of

Christians. By some estimate we have 88% of the wo「ld’s believe「S in the United

States. Many thousands of fundamental chu「Ches and institutions make America

unique in the worId. When chu「ch attendance in Eu「ope has dec書ined to 2%一3% of the

popu-ation, SOme 43% of the peopIe in the United States attend chu「ch 「egula「Iy.

Ame「ica a10ne has a fundamentaIist movement that st旧n仙ences ou「 nation}

「ep「esented by 17,000 godly chu「Ches.

3b_　　ConcIusion:

God, the righteoIIS Judge言s very 「eluctant to

punish a place unt掴rst delivering the

righteous. Our nation has been unIqueIy

bIessed by God with the worqs majority of
believers. It is because of thei「 righteousness

that GQd has exalted our nation (Prov. 14:34).

When these believers a「e 「emOVed in the

Raptu「e, the postponed punishment upon

America,s sins w航come, but not befo「e.

▼畦G撞き了博職8蘭O「 ▲陸別C川C諏IS日周S
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4A.　THE GRAND PURPOSE FOR AMERICA:

Acts 17:26 And hath made of one bIood a‖ natons of men fo「 to dwell on aI冊e face of the earth, and

hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their ha土龍ation.

1b.　The M却Or P「emise:

Paul, SPeaking to the Athenians on Mars H町makes an important point: God has

detemined the cou「se of each nation, including the time a nation begins and ends as

Well as the geog「aphical boundaries whe「e it is Iocated. W刷e men esta輔sh count「ies

and through conquest and treaties fix bo「de「s言t is God’s soverelgn SuPe「intendence

伽at detemines the existence and extension of nations. God has a pu「pose fo「 every

PerSOn章eVery famiIy, COng「egation言ndeed fo「 eve「y one of His creatu「es. He wo「ks aIl

輔ngs a償erthe counsel ofHis own wiII to accompIish His purpose (Eph. 1:11). This is

especia崎y true of nations whom the Lo「d 「aises or 「emoves (Dan. 4:35). Thus we

COnCIude: The Lord has a special purpose for each country.

2b.　The Minor Premise:

The United States is not specifically mentioned in Scriptu「e; therefore, We CannOt POint

to a passage of Scriptu「e and extrapoIate f「om it God’s purpose for ou「 nation. The

Silence of Scripture is compensated for by the f「equent observations by ou「 Founding

Fathers conceming the divine design fo「 America.

The Fi「st Charte「 of Virginia of 16O6 speaks of the main purpose of the first EngIish

Se馳ement as that of 1y「OPagating of Ch「istian reIigic)n to sllCh people as ye川ve in

darkness.職Plymouth, the frst pe「manent English se調ement in North Ame轟ca, WaS

esta輔shed, aCCOrding to the Mayflowe「 Compact,.‘fo「 the glory of God and the

advancement of the Christian faith:’Most Ame「ican charte「s spelI out the main 「eason

fo「 these se請ements: tO PrOClaim the GospeI. America, aS OUr Founding Fathe「s saw it,

WaS tO be a lighthouse fo「the unsaved. Mo「e than that言t was to be a Iand for the

OPP「eSSed. God appea「ed to have at least a two-fo!d pu「pose for ou「 country・ He

O「dained it to be a hope for the world’s unsaved and a home forthe wo「ld,s

OPPreSSed. We send out missiona「ies to all cou面ies and abso「b immig「ants from aIl

nations. People hated and hounded eIsewhe「e have found a home he「e。 The motto E

PIu「ibus unumて‘Out of many, One’) suggests ou「 national des軸y. As our founders

SaW it′踊S WaS SOmething totalIy new・ a ”OWS Ordb secfo竹m) a neW O「de「 of the ages・

They we「e establishing a nation whe「e eve「yone would be welcome and a nation which

WOuId bea「 a witness to the world.

●

3b.　Conclusion:

America, however impe「fectly, has been t「ue

to its destiny. We have been a lighthouse of
the GospeしOf the world’s approximateIy

50,OOO evangelicaI missionaries, 45,00O

COme from the United States. We a「e the

land of 「efugees and immigrants. The boat

PeOPIe from Vietnam as weII as the captives
Of Castro’s Cuba aII a「e weIcome he「e. The

「ejected, the refugees and the refuse of othe「

nations軸d a 「efuge in the United States.

God has bIessed us because we are fuI剛ing

His des軸y for ou「 country. As Iong as we a「e

faithfu旧b that destiny, God潮I be faithfuI to Ame「ica.

き00’S G京間D PU胃POS〔 「O胃　丁畦　川部ICI州冊了10榊
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Top religions for members of Congress

United Methodist
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●
USA TODAY. TUESDAY. JANUARY 6. 1987. 9A
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A Ba重anced Biblical Discussion of the Future of America
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●　軸軸ent脚鞘o富血融? America in Prophecy

lNTRODUCTION:

The United States is the number one wo「Id powe「。 With the events p「edicted fo「 the帥bulation

and second advent d「awlng neare「言S it possibIe that ou「 count「y is exempt f「om these m到Or

wo「Id events? Several clues as to the futu「e of the United States rTlay be gIeaned f「om the

Sc「iptures.

1A.　THE REVIVAL OF ROME:

1b。　The confede「ation of the ten kingdoms:

DANI田し7

The軸al stage of the world’s kingdoms w紺be a revival of the Roman Empi「e in

the fom of a ten-nation confede「acy_

1c.　The 「ema「kabIe image of Danie1 2:

1d.　King Nebuchadnezzar d「eams of a great image, POrt「aying the

four major wo「Id kingdoms between Nebuchadnezza「’s time and

the establishment of the mi!Iennia! kingdom.

2d.　The final kingdom is Rome.

Rome’s Iast stage, Symbolized by the feet comp「ised of i「on and

CIay, W刷be annihilated by Ch「ist’s kingdom (Dan. 2:35, 44).

2c.　The ravaging beasts of Danie1 7:

1d.　DanieI’s vision invoIved four beasts, eaCh 「ep「esenting a wo「ld

kingdom f「om Daniel’s day unti! Ch「ist would 「eplace the false

Ch「ist.

2d.　The fourth beast with no counte「part in nature combines the worst

features of the p「eceding three.

3d.　The ten ho「ns out of its head a「e ten kings (Dan. 7:20, 24).

4d.　Anothe「 dictato「 arises who w帥Subdue three kings and seven will

VOIunta「ily subject themselves to his rule.

5d.　The ten homs co「「espond to the ten toes on the image and

invoIve a ten-nation confederacy emerging out of the fome「

Roman Empi「e.

2b.　The coming of the wo「Id 「uIer:

1 c.　His designations:

1d.　The Roman叩nCe, aPParently 「uling f「om Rome: Dan。 9:26
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666

2d.　Antich「ist: 1 Jn. 2:18

3d.　The皿Ie horn: Dan 7二8, 24, 26-27

4d.　Thew冊uI king: Dan, 11:36

5d.　The beast outofthe sea: Rev. 13:1; Cf. lsa. 17:12-13

2c.　His dominion:

1d.　Fo「 th「ee and one halfyea「s he rules ove「 ten

nations.

1e.　A strong powe「 from the East p「events him

f「om extending his 「ule wo「ldwide.

2e.　The fo「me「 l「on Curtain was Iocated

VirtuaIly at the easte「n limit of the ancient

Roman Empi「e.

2d.　For the last half of the t「ibuIation Antich「ist
``shall devou「 the who!e earth" (Dan. 7:23, 25).

2A.　THE REVOLTS IN THE TRIBULATION:

1b.　The chastisement of Russia: Ez. 38-39

●

1c.  ln the middle of the t「ibuIation pe「iod Russia and his sate岨es invade

Israel: Ez. 38置39

1d.　Until the middIe of the t「ibulation the「e will be Westem and

Easte「n powers, muCh Iike the situation in recent yea「s.

2d.　The invade「s w冊be totally dest「oyed by eight distinct divine

judgments: Ez・ 38:17-23

2c.　The powe「vacuum caused bythe demise ofthe Kings ofthe No皿

PrOmPtS Antichrist to extend his 「ule・

2b.　The campaIgn OfA「mageddon: Dan. 11:40-45

Even though Antichrist is wo「!d ruler, there wi‖ be challenges to his 「ule- A series

of ba冊es wilI e田Pt and this campaign is named afte「 Armageddon (Rev. 16:16),

the pIace where the most bloody battle w帥be fought. The blood wi‖ be up to the

ho「se’s b「idle (app「oximately fou「 feet) for two hund「ed miles (Rev. 14:20).

1c.　DanieI gives the sequence of the attacks against ls「ael:

1d.　The action by Egypt: Dan. 11:40a

2d.　The attack by Russia: Dan. 11:40b

3d.　The advance of Rome: Dan. 11二4143
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4d.　The app「oach ofthe Asiatics: Dan. 11:44

5d.　The advent ofCh「ist: Dan. 11二45, Cf. Rev. 19:14-20

3A.　THE RELATIONSHIP OF THE USA TO END-T間E EVENTS:

1b.　The attempts to discove「 Ame「ica in prophecy:

Some exposito「s a「e more, SOme Iess dogmatic that America is mentioned in

P「OPhecy.

1c.　Some identify Babylon with the USA.

Logsdon suggests that “the weaIthy, POWe血l, Wicked, God-forsaking

endtime nation, SPiritually caIled BabyIon in p「ophecy当s the USA.

(ts拘e USA h了Praphecy?, P. 55)

2c.　Some identfty the nation of lsaiah 18

as the USA.

Isaiah 18:l

Woe to血e land shadowing with

ⅥngS, Which is beyond血e river of

Ethiooia: -

1d.　The land in question is the Iand overshadowed

With wings (ls. 18:1). Since our nation’s emblem

is the eagIe, the USA must be in view.

2d。　Only g「oss spiritualizing can lead to that concIusion.

1e.　The Iand is said to be beyond the rive「s of

Ethiopia, SOmething ha「dly true of the USA.

2e.　The eagle was the symboI of Rome and is

P「eSently a symboI of Ge「many. Austria, Spain,

Poland. and othe「 nations.

3c.　Some see a reference to the United States in EzekieI 38:13. “The

me「Chants of Tarshish, With a旧he young lions thereof, p「otest against

the invasion of lsrael by a northe「n powe「. 1t is suggested that Tarshish is

EngIand and America is one of the young lions, Or ‘書coIonies" of England.

To血d EngIand o「 the United States in this passage invoIves blatant

eisegesis, first 「eading these nations into the text。

Coder has well said, “many attemPtS have been made to血d Ame「ica in

the p「ophetic Scriptu「es. All of them have been 「句ected by conservatives

as vioIating sound 「ules of exegesis’’(Tわe F伍al Chapter, P. 84).

2b.　The absence of 「eferences to America in p「ophecy:

Why is America not mentioned in prophecy, When othe「 nations such as Edom章

Moab, Ammon, Egypt, Libya, and Ethiopia-just to name a few (Dan. 1 1:41-

43)-are P「Ominently and.repeatedIy mentioned?

The USA is absent in p「ophecy言t is said by some. because:
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1c.　Bythe time of the raptu「e・ America has passed out ofexistence・ Does

this mean AustraIia, Japan or South Af「ica which a「e also not mentioned

have passed out of existence?

2c.　Ame「ica has been conque「ed by Russia・

This scena「io, W輔e suggested by many, is demonst「ably false. 1f the

USA we「e conque「ed by a nation today’that victo「ious nation would be a

worId power tomo「「ow. But according to Danie1 2 and 7, the「e can be

fou「 and only fou「 world empi「es between Nebuchadnezza「’s time (606

B。C。) and Christ,s kingdom. These fou「 kingdoms are identified as

Baby10n, Medo-Pe「sia, Greece and Rome. AIso, un冊he middle of the

t「ibllIation pe「iod the「e are two maJO「 Cente「S Of powe「 on ea皿‥ the

Weste「n Confederacy and Russia with his confederates・ Russia which

wants to be a worId emp-re WOn,t succeed. The USA, Which could have

been a wo「ld empi「e, 「efused to exe「Cise its absolute powe「 in the days

foIIowing Wo「id War =・

3c.　Amerfea is not mentioned because p「OPhecy is p「一ma「ily conce「ned with

ls「aeI and its immediate neighbo「s. Because of this, SayS D「・ Walvoo「d,
“it is not surprising that geog「aphicaI a「eas 「emote f「om this center of

BiblicaI inte「est should not figu「e la「gely in p「ophecy’(77〕e Nafrons of

坤hecy, P- 172)-

3b.　The associaton of the USA with p「OPhetic developments二

W刷e specific 「efe「ences to the USA.in the p「ophetic Scriptu「es a「e lacking’it is

possib書e to suggest in a general way what will happen to Ame「ica as part of the

wo「Id’s nations.

1c.　Afte「 the 「aptu「e the seat of the Western powe「S Shifts f「om Washington’

D.C. to Rome.

2c.　The USAw帥P「Obably become a te「「ito「ial extension of the Roman

Empire unde「 Antich「ist’s cont「oI.

The United States has its cultu「aI, 「eligious and Iinguistic 「oots in Westem

Europe・ The 「evived Roman Empire need not necessa「ily be preciseIy

within the borders of the te「ritory cont「o[led by the Romans in antiquity.

3c.　With the disappearance of believe「s through the rapture, the USA will

become anti-Semitic. Every last Jew w帥retu「n to the Iand (Ez. 37:21;

39:28c). Looking fo「 a st「ong m岨ary p「OtectO「, lsrael w冊sign a t「eaty

with Antichrist (Dan. 9:27).

4c.　The United States w掴expe「ience a time of unp「ecedented t「OUble・

tu「moil, and tribulation, a ``time of troubIe such as never was since there

was a nation even to the same time’’(Dan. 12:1). Since this “indignation

of the Lo「d w紺come upon alI nations" (Is. 34:2〉, this d「eadful time wouId

incIude the united States.

5c. A time of unpa「alleled salvation w冊Cha「acte「ize the wo「ld as God’s

144,000 witnesses from among the twelve tribes of ls「aeI wilI ministe「・ SO
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6c.

了c.

4A.

that vast numbers of peopIe w紺be saved, “a great mu臨ude・ Which no

man could number, Of a冊ations, and kind「eds, and peopIe, and tongues"

(Rev. 7:9). Even in the United States where the Gospel has been

p「eached fo「 centu「ies’a host of individuals w帥be redeemed.

Du血g the Iast three and one half years of the tribulation pe「iod,

American troops w旧nvade Is「aeI unde「 the banne「 Of Antichrist. All

nations wi冊e gathe「ed against Je「usalem (Zech. 14二2). The kings of the

whole ea軸W帥do battIe in the land of Is「aeI du「ing the campalgn Of

A「mageddon (Rev" 16:14).

America w帥be 「uled by Jesus Ch「ist who 「ules ove「 the ea軸from

Jerusalem (Psa. 2:6-8; ls・ 2:3).

THE RE。。。N暮TION OF AMERICA’S DESTINY:　　☆(融!

paul, SPeaking to the A皿enians on Ma「s H町Old them a profound truth about God and

His relationship to nations:

Acts 17:26 And hath made of one blood a‖ nafrons of men

fo「 to dwell on a旧he face of the ea皿・ and hath determined

the times befo「e appointed, and the bounds of thei「 habitation;

God has appointed conceming each nation its times and bounds or its ch「onoIogical and

geographica- boundaries. This passage argueS forcefulIy fo「 the fact that“ God has a

pu「pose fo「 each nation. God brings a nation about at a specific point in time and at a

particular location on ea曲because of a divine design fo「 that nation-

w輔e ou「 nation is not mentioned specificaIly in p「ophecy’We Can neVertheIess infe「

God,s destiny for the USA by contemplating the course of our country. The「e appea「 to

be four discemible reasons Why God has raised ou「 COuntry.

1b.　The United States p「omotes missionary activfty.

The very first settle「s tes珊ed that they came here as the MayfIowe「 Compact

states, ・・fo「 the g-ory of God, and the advancement of the Christian falth." ln the

New EngIand confederation of 1943’the unifo「m testimony is “whe「eas we all

came into these parts ofAme「ica with one and the same end’nameIy' tO

advance the kingdom of ou「 Lord JesllS Ch「ist and enjoy the libe巾es of the

gospe=n pu「ity with peace・"

God has honored Ameriea for its missionary efforts. Of the wond’s 50,000

evangeIical missiona「ies’45・OOO come f「Om the USA・ God needs a書ighthouse

for the wo「ld’s unsaved 「ight unt旧he 「aptu「e, afte「 Which the 144・000 witnesses

w帥be ministering.

2b. Ame「ica protects the chosen people.

Eve「 since Roge「 W輔ams encou「aged the persecuted Jews of

Eu「ope to sett-e in his coIony’Ame「ica has been a 「efuge fo「 Jews.

ofthe wor!d’s 17 m輔on Jewish people’7 m輔o両ve in the USA・

With ou「national efforts the modem state of ls「ael was established.

隅
闘
間
閉
園
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3b.

Its continuation has been assu「ed by the ∞nSistent support by the

usA. God p「omises to bless those who wouId bless Is「aeI (Gen.

12:3). God is bIessing us and wi" bless us because of ou「 special

「elationship to His speciaI peopIe. Afte「 the raptu「e’When ou「 COuntry

becomeS antisemitic, Antichrist w剛Sign a treaty of p「OteCtion with

ls「ael. Unt旧hen it seems to be God’s design fo「Ame「ica to help

Is「ael.

Ame「ica provides a home for the politically and 「eligiously pe「SeCuted all around

thewo「ld.

The Statue of Liberty best represents one aSPeCt Of Ame「ica which appears to

point toward ou「 destiny as a house for the wo「ld,s oppressed. 1t may welI be

that God has 「aised the USA in part to be a刷othe「 Of Exiles." Such a refugee

nation appearS tO be needed unt旧he 「aptu「e.

God will not let Ame「ica・s sins go unpunished. But the wel」deserved and Iong-

delayed judgment w航not come unt冊e 「ighteous have been removed. As He

「emoved Noah and his fami-y befo「e He brought the flood and as He 「emoved

righteous Lot befo「e the dest「uction of Sodom and Gomo隔h’SO God w帥

「emove the believe「s through the raptu「e befo「e He sends His judgment upon the

ea冊言ncIuding ou「 beloved nation.

4b.　Ame「ica p「Qjects g!oba! stab岨y.

●

lt seems to be God’s p「ovidentiaI design for Ame「ica to serve as a steadying fo「ce in the

WOrld, both economically and m冊arily. Even the New yb庇77加es admits that “the

Ame「ican economy is acting as a steadying force in voIatile world” (1/7/16). Wh=e our

Founding Fathers argued for an isolationism, the two Wo「ld wa「s imposed on the USA a

「oIe of intervention which it did not seek, tO SaVe Europe f「om a calamitous, indeed

CataSt「OPhic condition. America’s unique roIe in the wo「ld can be easily demonstrated.

As Dennis Prage「 Observes in Nationa/ Review (9/17/13)言n an articIe entitled ``Yes, We

a「e the World’s PoIiceman’‥`∪・S. troops around the world are the g「eatest preserver of

Iiberty and peace. ‥ Ame「ica’s strength and w冊ngness to use it has been the greatest

force in histo「y to liberty and worId stab冊y.’’

Prage「 COr「eCtly st「esses that the wo「Id needs a policeman to curtail economic

dis「uption, SOCial chaos and the violent death of innocent people If the USA were not

functioning in this roIe the only possible aitemative at the p「esent moment would be

a) No one b) Russia c) China d) Iran e) the United Nations. Dinesh D’Souza言n his

SuPerb voIume, Ame所oa一/maghe the WbHd W肋out Her comes to a similar

COnClusion.

In God’s p「ovidence the USA p!ays that 「OIe, however imperfectly, We have the most

Vibrant economy and the most formidable m冊ary. It is impossib!e to imag!ne What the

WOrld situation would be Iike without Ame「ica’s protective p「esence. And one can only

Surmise that after the rapture, With the sudden disappea「ance of a” beIieve「s, Chaos and

COnSte「nation w紺reign until Antichrist consoIidates his empi「e. He言n tum, W紺be

repIaced by the Davidic Messiah whose worId-Wide kingdom of peace and 「ighteousness

has no end.
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●　島嵩霊詔書露盤豊島鵠諾,
their co…t「y. Of al- peoples on earth, Americans have

a right to be proud of thei「 country. EspeciaIly our natio=’s

he「itage makes our country unIque amOng the world’s

nations. The “Iand of the free and home of the brave’,

bequeathed to us by our forefathers needs to be apprec主

ated and cherished, SO that future generations刷enjoy

the blessings o川berty passed on down to us with immense

sacrifices and under God’s providential care・

●

●
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DANIEL7

邦8-邦1 B.C.

邦1-1q6 B.C.

判6 B.〔一A.D.与00

Nebuchadnezzar′s dream ofa beautifuI image in Danie1 2 and Daniel’s vision offour beasts in Danie1 7

predict the succession of worId empires from the time of Nebuchadnezzar in the 7th cent…γ B.C. unt旧he

estabIishment of Christ′s m紺enniaI kingdom. There can be four-and onIy four-WOrId empires. Neither

the Soviet Communists northe Chinese, try aS they might, W紺ever be successful. The USA couId have

extended its dominion world-Wide after WW =, but did not do so. We are the only nation that could have

ruled the worId but did not take advantage ofthat opportunity. Why? Because it is not ourdestiny. Part

ofthe destiny ofthe USA seems to be to preserve world orderand to protect God’s peopIe lsraeI.

With the Christian influence from the USA afterthe Rapture, Our COuntry W旧ose its prominence and

most likeIy w紺become a territorial extension ofthe Rewived Roman Empire underAntichrist′s rule. He

w紺rule from Rome overten nations for3%vears and then overthe entireworld forthe last 3 %years

ofthe TribuIation. DanieI′sfourth beast ′′sha= devourthe whole earth, and sha= tread it down, and break

it in pieces ‘′ (Dan. 7:23). Thus, Onlyfourworld empires are predicted between Daniel’s time and the

Klngdom of Christ.

The existence ofanother world empire would require an additional appendage on the image in

Daniei 2 and a f肺h beast in Danie1 7. The empiresofBabyIon, Medo-Perisa, Greece, Rome and the

revived Roman Empire are suppIanted by Christ′s kingdom. ′′The God in heave= Sha= set up a kingdom′

whieh sha11 neverbe destroyed ‥ ・ but it sha= break in pileCeS and consume a= these kingdoms′ and it

sha= stand forever′′ (Dan. 2:44〉. Atthat time, the beIieverw用fu剛his destiny, aS he is priviIeged to

participate in Christ′s reign‥ ′′And judgment was given to the saints ofthe most Hig向and the time came

thatthe §aints possessed the kingdom’’(Dan. 7:22)・
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●　WmTDOWEKNOWABOUTTHENEWJngRUSALEM?

Manf「ed E, Kober置Th.D.

The believer’s hope is a celestiaI city Christ is preparing as the

etema川ome for His Bride章the Church. lnstead of being

bu「dened with the cares of this !ife the believer wouId do welI

to focus on his gIorious future home"

1.　The DiscIosure of the City‥ John 14‥十6

a. The climactic announcement by Christ:

2.

●

On the night before His crucifixion Christ revealed to His troubIed discipIes that He

would depart, PrePare a PIace for them in heaven (“the Father’s house’`) and retum

to take His own to that pIace. This is the first b輔ca置reference to the rapture.

b. The current activity of Christ:

Wh航e the Bridegroom is absent f「om His Bride’He is prepa「ing fo「 her

a holy habitation for her eternal enjOyment. The place being prepared by the

Savior is described in Revelation 21-22 as a gIo「ious city, the New Je「usalem-

It took the Saviorsix days to create the universe and the world. He has been

working on our etemaI home for aImost 20OO years・ What a magnificent

Place that must be!

The Desireforthe City: Heb. 11:1O, 16

a。 PatriarchaI anticipation of a celestial city.

Abraham, living about 2000 B.C・言n faith “Iooked for a city whichミミ二
〇　　　　　　　　〇　　　　　　　〇　　　　　　(　　　　　　　t　書●　　▲　臆　　●!臆　_

has foundations, Whose bu胴er and maker is God:’As the

architect and bu嗣e「, God not onIy designed the city but built

it as weIl. Though Canaan was promised to Abraham・ he

lived in it not as owner but as resident alien. His hope was

in a city with pemanent foundations in contrast to the

temporary abodes on earth.

b. PersonaI acquaintance with the divine designer.

lt is not known when this reve書atidn of a future heavenIy home was given to the

Patriarchs; but in faith, they Ionged to Ieave their temporary tents for the celestial

cfty and their endless traveIs to enter the city of etemal rest. Their firm faith in

God was rewarded by Him ・・Who is not ashamed to be caIled their friend for He

has prepared forthem a c吋’(V・ 16〉・ The writer to the Hebrews refers to the city

as the prophetic anticipation of the Patriarchs (1 1 ‥16〉一the p「ospective abode
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3。

4.

●

●

●

of the redeemed (12:22) and the present aSPiration of the saint (13:14)- How

。an the believe「 “seek [a permanent city] to come,当f he knows nothing pf the city?

The Desc「iption of the City: Rev2十22

a. The exquisite beauty of the city‥

The final chapters of the F}eve-ation provide a description of a city of exquisite

beauty, ・・having the glory of God‥ and he川ght was like unto a stone most

p「ecious, eVe両ke a jaspe「 stone, Clear as crystal" (21 :1 1)"

The foIIowing description pictures the骨oly city' the New Je田SaIem’’(21 :1) as a

glgantic jewel radiating the gIory of God and a beautiful setting for God’s grace to

be manifest in those who have trusted in Him. There are those interp「eters who

wouId spiritualize the city, Who say軸ere neverwas・ is nQt nOW, and never刷

be such as city” (Homer Hailey, f?eveねf;on, 412)・ lt is an actuaI city with a

material existence. While the「e are symboIic aspects to the city and much

transcends human understanding言t is best to accept the detai!s of its desc「iption

at face value, There is a city with streets of goId and gates made of giantjewels.

b. The extraordinary dimensions of the city‥

The city is laid out as a square (literally, “fou「corne「ed.’’) ’The Iength and the

breadth and the heights of it are equal" (21 :16). The dimensions, tranSlated into

modem terms, a「e about 1500 miles" lt is perhaps best to understand the city as

being in the shape of a pyramid’Similar to the way Clarence Larkin has pictured

it (See below〉・ The dimensions of the c吋staggerthe mind. The Iand area

covered by the city wou-d be in comparison the distance from the Pacific to the

Mississippi River or from New York to Houston. FIobert Thomas co「「ectIy notes,
“A city 1500 miles high and 15OO miles on each side is no more unimaginabIe

than a pear。arge enough to serve as a city-gate O「 gOld that is as transpa「ent as

glass" (膚eye胤わn 8「22, 467〉・

The Descent ofthe City‥ Rev. 21‥1-10; Rev. 3二12

a. The foretold descend of the city: Rev. 21:1-2

丁he city w瑚descend from heaven after the m冊ennium when John sees `“a new

heaven and new ea冊, (V, 1). If the new heaven, ea皿and sea are literal章SO

must be the new city- ln contrast to the hahot woman who appears in spiritual

Babylon for everIasting des血Ction (Ch. 17), the Bride, the Lamb’s wife appears

in this new city fo「 etemaI bIessedness.
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●

●

●

b. The future dwe冊g ofthe Godhead二Rev. 21二3

The stupendous血帖s that “the tabemacIe of God is with men.,) God Himself
“tw冊we!冊h them” (V. 3). Five times this truth is emphasized in this verse. God

makes His tabemacIe with men, reminiscent of the Shekinah g-ory that鵬d the

tabernacle in the w帽erness. The condition of estrangement between God and

man′ CauSed by human s両as ended. As in Pa「adise’God ca= dweIl again

With men.旧s a blessed tru時hough d櫛c岨o grasp, that the saints w冊ot

SPend etemity with God in heaven’but rather, God刷spend etemrty with His

OWn On the new ea軸・ What a marveIous condescension

The Designations fo「 the City: Heb. 12:22

a・ The va「ied desjgnations fo「 the heavenIy city‥

丁he write「 to the Heb「ews speaks ofthe crty as ・`Mount Zion・ and‥ ・ the crty of

the廟ng God・ the heavenly Je「usaIem.” PauI speaks of it as the Je「usaIem

above (GaI・ 4‥26)・ The 「esu「rected Lo「d speaks to the chu「ch at PhiIade岬a of
“the city of my God- Which is the new Jerusalem・, (Rev・ 3‥12). Ou「 ete「na冊ome

is desc「ibed with an imp「essive Iist of desig=ations:

(1)　MountZion,Heb. 12二22

(2)　CjtyoftheLivingGod, Heb. 12二22

(3)　HeavenlyJe「usaIem, Heb. 12:22

(4) Je「usaIemf「omabove, Ga上4:26

(5)　CityofmyGod,Rev.3:12

(6)　TheNewJerusalem, Rev. 3:12二2十2

篤　子罰管黙諾も2, 10(C。s"52‥1)
(9)　AContinuingCity, Heb. 13:14

(10) Fathe「’s House,Jn. 14二2

(11) Pa「adiseofGod, Rev. 2二7

b・ The vital denotation ofthe te「m “Je「usaIem,,

ロ巧妙1うう

●裏∴了

The oIdest know form’U「u-Sa-一im, has been common'y 「ega「ded as mean-ng
“city of peace-,, At the time ofAb「aham appa「ent-y the name was shorfened to

SaIem = PeaCe (Gen・ 14‥18' Cf- Ps. 76:2)- The name ye「ushaIem言n the N.T. as

Hie「ousaIem o「 Hie「osoIuma, aPPearS tO POint to the peace which someday刷

SPread f「om the m帥enniaI city to the whole ea皿The name Je「usalem fu皿er

Witnesses to the presence of God (Mic" 4‥1-3), tO authority (Th「one of David) and

Worship (Temple of SoIomon). Someone has weII observed一“It is one ofthe

ironies of history that a city which in its Iong history has seen so脚e peace and

fo「 whose possession 「ivers of b-ood have been shed shouId have such a

POSSibIe meaning f両ts name,, (lSBE用1960, 1596.)

The ea皿y Je「usalem w冊ve up to its name in the M帥ennium, With the
〇〇〇。 .-〇〇〇 。○○　_　__　_　_　　　　　　r　○　○　　　　　　○○○○　　●

PreSenCe Of the P「ince of Peace. Thus it w冊ecome a type of the heaven!y

Je「usaIem.　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　▲
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6. The Dwe=ers ofthe City: Heb. 12二22-24

a. The prIma「y design ofthe city:

●

In fashioning the heavenIy Jerusalem’the Savio「 is prima刷y ful輔ng His

PrOmise to the church in John 14:3, “l go to p「epa「e a placeforyou.,, This is why

the city is desc「ibed as a bride ado「ned for he「 husband. ‥ the Lamb’s wife,,

(Rev. 21二2, 9). The term b「ide the「efore 「efers to both the church and herabode

The city as the b「ide exp「esses God’s intimate 「elationship with it as we= as

His fe=owship with the 「edeemed in the city.

Dear FIfen匂#you have accepted Jesus Ch庵t as yourpersonaI Savfor the new

C旬y W〃 be your etemaI home!

b. The p「incipal denizens ofthe city: Heb. 12:22-24

The inhabitants ofthe city a「e Iisted as “an innume「able company of angels, the

general assembly and chu「ch ofthe firstbo「n... and to God the Judge ofa町and

to the spirits ofjust men made pe「fect and to Jesus the mediato「 ofthe new

COVenant.’’ The various companies can be listed thusly:

1 ) The holy angeIs-``myriads of angeIs’’

2) The church-``the assembly and churoh of the firstbom,,

3) The redeemed of a旧he ages」`the spirits of just men made perfect”

4) God the Father」`God the Judge of alI’’

5) Christ the Son-`’Jesus the mediator of the new covenant}}

6) The Holy Spirit

While the Holy Spirit is not mentioned separateIy, He indweI!s church

age believers permanently. Christ promised them that the Spirit wouId

abide with them forever (Jn. 14:16). Since the Church w帥be there, SO

W帥be the Holy Spirit.

The New Je「usaIem w冊hus be the eternal home of the holy angels,

Church age saints’the t「iune God and the redeemed of a= the ages.

7. The Delights ofthe NewCity: Rev. 22:1-5

a. Abundant provisions fo「 human enjOyment:

Ou「 ete「naI home w帥be a place of paradisiacaI perfection, free of the cu「se (V.

3) and a‖ da「kness (V. 5). Jesus w帥be the「e, abundantly providing Iight and

Iife. We w紺be ref「eshed by wate「from the rive「 of Iife, I`cIear as crystaI,

P「OCeeding out ofthe th「one ofGod and ofthe Lamb’’(Rev. 22:1). We w冊have

access to the “t「ee of Iife which ba「e tweIve manne「 of f「uits, and yielded he「 f「uit

every month" (V. 2)
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b. Absolute perfection of a ho[y environment:

The believer, far f「om pursulng a Pedantic eternal routine, W冊e engaged in

rewarding spirituaI activity. Two words summarize踊s activity‥ Service and

sovereignty. Ou「 ministry is described thus, rmS ServantS ShaII serve him ‥ ・

and they shal- reign for eve「 and eve「, (V. 3, 5). As gIo輔ed beings' We W掴ave

the p嗣ege of assisting a holy Savior in a perfect envi「onment’f「ee of the

encumbrances of sin and enticements of Satan.

The grateful be-iever concu「S With Dr. Ryrie,s f輔g rema「ks・ This is compIete

exaItati。n and perfect exultation" (Ryrie, f?eve伽o岬996】, 67).

ln anticipation of such a glorious future, One bless旧g Stands out far above any

othe「. We shall see His face (V" 4). EtemaIlywe w帥be in the presence of

the One who calls us His B「ide. He who redeemed us and resur「ected us,

rega「ds as His is p「ized and priviIeged possession as we cherish His cIoseness

and companionship. We冊as the songw面er expressed the believe「s

blessedness二

Just fo be near the cねar Lo履/ acわre,

剛I的rough的e ages be gIoryわrme・

Oh that wM be, gbr所o「me・

Wnen dyHis g伯ce / sha〃 bok on雄s face′

777at WW be gbry for me!

●



The New Jerusalem in血e Epistle to血e Hebrews

The Perfect Architect The Prophetic Anticipation

Ofthe City ofthe City

Heb. 11:10 Heb. 11:16

The Pl’OSPeCtive Abode The Present Aspirations

in the City for the City

Heb. 12:22-23 Heb. 13:14



●

●

●

The Faith of Abraham
∬He Iooked for a city which hath foundations,

Whose bu潤erand maker is God,, (Heb. 11:10)

姐日嗣直されs,勾捗加施脇斑砂(憫). 1肥
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●

●

甘鞄畳替鬼丁軸息罷C塊S:

Wherefore God is not ashamed to be calIed theiす

God‥ for he hath prepared for them a city.

Hebrews ll:16
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卸画鵬e剛的鵬Il購約時細.

Jロh両s §hロWれthた血sl糊di叩h閉脚iy J帥豹!帥. thたたt帥旧I

t1面m雷。f th"h鵬h,田d町鴨d継a b脚tiful b「i庇,
舗雨脚叩き噂叩証高　鍋p・望1′鋤8 」・了

●
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Aβe〃のく細録のl AppIOal伽s書○加op伽的J録`eIp融の聞飢

●

●

●

1,書nd雪vidualS who igno営e p営ophecy雪

a. Occasioned by denominationa1 1atitude

b. Prompted by personal indi餓3renCe

2。 Pe細sons who major on p営ophecy;

a. They exclusively deal with prophecy

b・ They ignore the bistorical, doctrinal and practical passages

3。 Sensationa営ists:

a. They progressively use a sensationalistic approach to prophecy

b. They manifest an unbridled desire to gam prophetic converts

4, Sp雪看itua暮雪ze営s:

a. An inconsistent approach to fulfilled and unful糾ed prophecy

b. A twis血g ofthe Scriptures to make them comply w血one’s prejudices

5, AlaIlm書sts:

a. A negative approach to current world trends

b. An overlooking ofthe positive aspects of God’s soverelgn WOking

6. Newspape営exeges冒s:

a. The use ofnewspaper headlines to buttress prophetic positions

b. The superimposmg ofcurrent events on the Bible

7。 La廿e看day I]細Ophets and p細ed冒ctoI'S:

a. A persuasion血at the gift ofprophecy is sti11 for today

b. A commmication of specia] personal revelations

8農Antagon冒st of p事em蘭書eれn雪a!ism and pI.etributat雪on雪sm

a.血dividuals with a血eological agenda to rob believers ofthe blessed bope

b. Individuals who are vitriolic in血eir demmciation of a literal millemiun

9,萱gno営ant exposito細s雪

a. They are poohy trained in the area ofeschatoIogy

b. They lack personal incentive to delve into prophetic studies

IO,書nd冒v雪duais who change the冒r pos冒t冒on on p営ophet雪c events

a. They change positions despite lack of scriptural evidence

b. They tum against their fomerly-held prophetic views

ll。 Date sette音s:

a. These individuals think they can predict specific events such as血e rapture

b, These individual§ SPeCulate despite血e clear prohibitions of Scripture

12, P寡ophetic agnostics王

a. Individuals who are uncertain ofthe meanmg ofprophecy

b.血dividuals who r匂ect血e idea that much ofbiblical prophecy can be clearly

understood (Parmillemialism: “it wi11 pan out one way or the other”)　MKOBER
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●　砲釦′‡訪fy坤純′佃巌欄祝融的鴫

免もL SC磁PTU絃琵IS T隷U登BUT N$丁鬼LL S偶随PTU毅

を患C麗三女樋0承P島救難

The Me鋤ning i鳥

取霊dicated dog m atic

●

●

At death the believer is immediateIy in the

PreSenCe OftheしO「d (2 ⊂or.与:8; Ph帥1:23〉

H量宣P霊ied ‾　　　de軸te

At death the believe「 is ⊂arried by an angeI into

the presen⊂e OfGod (Lk. 16:22〉

重義着帽e基軸red d ebata ble

空. P琵丁, 3;事毒-重6

馨護譲蓮

箋襲馨馨
蒜悪藍監護謹藍

AngeIs p「otect the bodies ofdead beIieve「s, aS they did

With the bodyofMoses (」ude 9)

宣nde組劃し王t e dou b廿u l

Dead individuals retu「n to庸e and te= ofout-Oトbody

! experiences orvisitsto heaven 〈cf. Pauし2 Cor. 12:2-4)

工重量Vented d 「ead軸

The idea of pu「gatory: The‘dead must be purged oftheir sins

befo「e entering heaven o「 paradise. The t「uth: The Savior is ou「

Pu「gatOry, Seeing that on the c「o§S ′′He had by himself pu「ged

Ou「Sins’’(Heb. 1:3b〉
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The Cost of

Discipleship

Die亡γic九Bdれんoe解γ

●

Dietrich Bonhoeffe「

●

230　　珊e Church狐d血e Life of DiscipIes址p

血an血e Christ of St Paul. The Christ who is present is血e

C血ist of瓜e whole scrip同職He is血e incamate, CruCi丘ed,

risen and gloh五ed Christ’狐d he meets us in・址s word. The

di餓nence between血e tem血oIogy of the Synoptists and血e

Wi血ess of St Paul does not invoIve狐y breal士n血e unity of

血e scriptural test血ony. 1

Where血e Synoptic Gospels speak of C亜st cal血g men

and血eir fo皿owmg him, St Pau] speaks of B呼出m.

Baptism is not狐O餓井made by man to God, but an o塙汀

l. The direct tes血nony of血e scriptures i§ frequently _COnfounded wi血

Ontological prqusidous. This emr is血e essence of fanaticism in all its

foms. Fbr exa]坤le’if we take血e statement血at Christ is risen and present

as an ontological prqu§i缶on・ it inevitably disso量ves也e unity of血e scrip-

如res’for it leads us to speak of a mo‘工e of Christ,s presence w址ch is

diff缶ent e.g・ from血at of也e §ynapdc Jesus. The m心血at Jesus C旺st is

risen and pese創to uS is血en taken as an independent st如ement wi血an

OntOlngical sigr随cance which c狐be applied critic狐y to o血er ontologieal

State皿entS・ and it is血us exaIted into a th∞logical principle. T血s procedure

is analogous to也e finatical doc血ne of perfおtionis皿, W臆ch arises from a

Similar ontoIogical mis皿derst狐ding of也e scriptunl utte姐nces on血e

S巾jeet of s狐C髄cadon.血址s inst狐Ce血e asse血on血at he who is in God

dces not sin is皿ade a star血g-POint for further speculadon. But址s is to

tear it from its scriptural context and ralse it to血e status of an independent

tru血w址ch can be e理財IenCed. The pI耽lama瞳on of血e scriptural testi一

皿Ony is of quite a di節erent character. The asser瞳on血at Christ is risen and

PreSent is, When taken strictly as a tes血nony glVen in血e scriptures, true

O血y as a word of血e s(玩ptures. This word is血e 。巧ect of our fai血. There

is no o血er conceivable way of a副proach to血is m血excapt血rough址s

WOrd. But dris word tes舶es to血e presence of bo血the Synopdc and也e

Pau血e C血st・ Our neamess to血e one or to血e o血er is defined solely by

血e Word・ i.e.’by血e scrif血ral testimony. or co町Se this is not to deny血e

Obvious fact血at血e Pau血e te§timony and血at of血e Synoptists di餓3r in

respect both of血eir o巧ect and血eir teminology, but both have to be

interpreted in the nght of血e scriptures a§ a Whole.

T血s conclusion is not merely a pleCe Of a p万o万knowledge based on a

rigid doc血e of血e canon of scripture.皿e legitimacy of our view must be

Put to血e test in every iustance.珊us in血e ensumg argum弧t・ Our PuIPOSe

is to show how St Paul tckes up the Synoptic notion of folIowing Christ

and su巧ects it to fu血er development.

Eric Metaxas’book. Bonho萌r- Po如4胸'rty4 Prophe4 5py supposedIy (as advertised〉 ′′presents a

PrOfoundIy orthodox Christian theoIogian.′′ How couid the biographer have missed Bo両oe什er′s denial

Ofa Iite「aI′ PhysicaI resurrection ofChrist?・He ca=s the resurrection account not an ontoIogica-

P「OPOSition′ meaning′ it never actua=y happened. To take i川tera=y, aS eVery Christian does, is the
′′essence offanaticism.′′ Bonhoeffer also denied the virgin birth ofChrist and the inerrancy ofthe

Scriptures. One must appIaud his patriotism but theoIogica=y he was a iiberaI neo-Orthodox theo-ogian.

He advocated a ′′religioniess Christianity′′ and said that we should live as ifGod did not exist.
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